Content of Drug Letter

Your letter should have 5-6 paragraphs.  Each paragraph contains particular information pertinent to your letter.

Paragraph 1:  INTRODUCTION:  This paragraph introduces the reader to your friend.  Be sure to include a thesis sentence.  A thesis sentence tells the reader what they will read about in the body paragraphs.  It is like a movie trailer that shows the viewers a preview of an upcoming movie.  

Paragraph 2:  RESEARCH PARAGRAPH:  This first main paragraph explains how the drug will affect your friend in one serious way (physically or mentally).  Do not get “listy”. Instead, find 1 outstanding reason and convince your friend with lots of supporting reasons why this drug is likely to hurt him/her in that 1 way.

Paragraph 3:  OPTIONAL RESEARCH PARAGRAPH:  This second research paragraph may also be used to explain a second, researched, serious effect the drug will have on your friend.  If you choose to have a second reason, support it with lots of details explaining why it is so harmful.

Paragraph 4:  RELATIONSHIPS:  This paragraph explains how the drug affects your friend’s relationships with significant people in his/her life.  Examples could include parents, grandparents, friends, teachers, and coaches.  This paragraph is created mostly from your own “gut feelings”.  You may or may not have any information from research for this part.

Paragraph 5:  FUTURE:  This next paragraph explains how using the drug will affect your friend’s future.  For example, what will happen when he/she returns to East Lyme, goes to high school, wants to be accepted into college, and tries to begin a career.  

Paragraph 6:  CONCLUSION:  This last paragraph is your conclusion.  It re-summarizes why you are writing to your friend and shows your true concern for him/her.

