Name ______________________________________________________________LA Class: ______ Date:_________

Historical Fiction Short Story

Part One:  Planning your story…

Introduction:  The first paragraph has a "grabber" or catchy beginning to grab the reader’s interest and create interest in your story. You will not only set the story in motion, but hint at the bigger idea/lesson-“What was colonial America really like?”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Setting:  Many vivid, descriptive words are used to tell when and where the story took place.  Think of your notes from your historical fiction books, you may “borrow” some of their language to get started. 
Describe your setting(s): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note some figurative language you might use_________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Characters- The main characters are named and clearly described in text as well as pictures. Most readers could describe the characters accurately.
Identify your characters and some of their character traits and relationship between each:

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Name________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Problem/Conflict-It is easy for the reader to understand the problem the main characters face and why it is a problem.

What will be the main characters problem?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is their motivation to solve the problem?_______________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rising Action List some other events/problems you character must overcome as they attempt to solve their problem. 

Problem_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Problem_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Problem___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Climax/Resolution- Story has an exciting climax with cliffhanger elements and satisfying falling action to resolve the main characters problem. 

What will the high point or climax of your story be?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How will the problem be resolved?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Story has a very satisfying conclusion leaving the reader with strong impressions about the character, historical setting and/or problems they faced. I gave a sense of closure by showing a new realization or insight or change in a character or narrator.
What is the outcome or conclusion to your character’s story?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:  Writing your story….
Now it is time to start writing your fast draft story in your notebook.  Be sure to include as many elements from the organizer as you can.  When you are done, share your story with a friend.

Tuesday night: Type your first draft story and save it on a flash-drive as well as your U-drive.

Part Three: Editing-  Check Your Work against the Rubric
1. Highlight historical elements in your black and white copy.

2. Self-score your work on the rubric.  
3. Read your story aloud to yourself.

4. Have someone else read and edit your work.

5. Correct and reprint as needed.

Part Four:   The ‘Art-Part
Title Page: Title page has a graphic of fancy lettering, has the title, author's name, and class.

Design a title page using the computer or handwrite the words in calligraphy on some paper crafted to look old.
Illustrations: Original illustrations are detailed, attractive, creative, and relate to the text on the page. Art work is neat and shows effort.

Leave space in your text to add quality hand drawn illustrations to help elaborate your story.  You might include portraits, maps, landscapes etc.

Finally, you will be graded on whether you used your class time was wisely and that you devoted a lot of time and effort into the writing process (prewriting, draft, reviewing and editing). You worked hard to make the story wonderful.
………And handed the work in on time.

