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Analyzing Two Texts: Synthesizing

Directions: To synthesize means to combine parts from different sources. Answer the questions below to 
synthesize information from the article “The Boy Who Couldn’t Smile” (TBWCS) and the interview “1,000 
Reasons to Smile.” We’ve indicated where you can find each answer.

Putting It All Together

1.  What is cleft lip? How many 
children have this condition? 
(TBWCS)

2.  Why is life difficult for many 
children who have clefts? 
(TBWCS)

3.  What are some untrue and 
hurtful beliefs about the cause 
of cleft lip? (TBWCS)

4.  What can be done to repair 
clefts? (both texts)

5.  How can repairing a child’s 
cleft lip change his or her life? 
(TBWCS)

6.  Why are many children unable 
to get their clefts repaired? 
(both texts)  

7.  How does Smile Train help 
children with clefts? (both 
texts)

Write Now! Use your answers above to help you respond to the writing prompt at the bottom of page 19.
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Section Main idea How do you know?

First section, 
starting at the 

beginning of the 
article 

Born with a cleft lip, Osawa 
Owiti suffered because of this 
condition.  

Give two details from this section that explain how 
Osawa’s life was difficult because of his cleft lip: 
• 

•  

“High Costs”

Write the main idea: The main idea is supported by the details below. Think 
about what they tell you about what happens to many 
kids around the world who are born with a cleft.  
• Families living in poor areas around the world 

can’t afford the surgery that repairs clefts.  
• Because they believe the cleft is a punishment 

from the heavens, some people are mean to kids 
with a cleft.

• Many families get rid of their children just 
because they have a cleft.  

“What Would 
Happen?”

Write the main idea. Think 
about the details on the right: 

Give three details from this section that describe how 
Smile Train and their partners help kids like Osawa. 

•  

• 

• 

The main idea of a section or a whole article is an important idea that the author wants you to 
know about the topic. Looking at the details can help you figure out what the main idea is. What 
do they mainly describe? You can also use the titles of sections as clues. 

Directions: Complete the chart below. Use the prompts to help you.

Main Idea and Supporting Details

Finding the Main Ideas
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Section Main idea How do you know?

“A Life 
Transformed”

Write the main idea. Think 
about the section header 
and what the section mainly 
describes: 

We’ve given you one detail that supports the main idea. 
Write two more details: 

• Osawa has many friends now.

•

•

“1,000 Reasons to 
Smile”

Write the main idea: Give three details that support the main idea:

•   

•

• 

You Write It! Now think about the main ideas and details you wrote above. Use them to help you respond to 
the writing prompt at the bottom of page 19.  

Main Idea and Supporting Details

Finding the Main Ideas, p. 2
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Your friend Jessie was absent from school and didn’t get to read “The Boy Who Couldn’t Smile” 
in Storyworks. Poor Jessie! You call her to tell her about it, but she has only one minute before 
she needs to study for tomorrow’s math test. Quick, give her a short summary!

Summarizing

Quick, Tell Me What Happened!

1.  Decide what the first article is mainly about. Ask yourself: 

What do the headline, subhead, and pictures on pages 15-18 suggest the article is about? ________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does the author organize the information in the article? (Hint: What problem is discussed? What was done 

about the problem?) ________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Use what you wrote to write a topic sentence for your summary: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Decide what the most important information in the article is. Go through each section and jot down notes 
about what you think is necessary to know to explain what you wrote in your topic sentence. Your notes don’t 
have to be complete sentences. We’ve given you some examples (and crossed out what does not belong).

Opening Section

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________                                                             

_________________________________________________________________________________________

“High Costs”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Core Skills Workout–HL

Directions: Follow the prompts below to write a two-paragraph summary—one paragraph for each article. 
Remember, a summary is a brief retelling of the most important parts of the story, without minor details or your 
own opinion. 

Osawa went to school in a quiet village.

Some people in his village believed Osawa was cursed.

Osawa Owiti was born with a cleft lip and looked different than others.

Continued on next page >
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Summarizing

Quick, Tell Me What Happened! p. 2

“What Would Happen?”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

“A Life Transformed”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Now go to page 19 and decide what the second article, “1,000 Reasons to Smile,” is mainly about. Ask yourself: 

What do the headline, subhead, and photo suggest it’s about? ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you learn from the information in the interview? ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this article relate to the first article? __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Look at your notes. Cross out anything you wrote that is not necessary. Add anything that’s missing.  
Ask yourself:  
*  Did I include information about what happened in each article? What 

problems were mentioned in each article? How were the problems solved? 
How did the articles end?

    *  Did I write down details that aren’t essential for understanding the main 
topic? Get rid of those! (See example on page 1.)

5.  Number your notes above so you can retell them in an order that makes 
sense. 

6.  Use your topic sentence and your notes to write your two-paragraph summary on a separate sheet of paper, 
retelling what happened in your own words. End with a sentence tying the two texts together. Reread it to 
make sure it’s clear and that it sums up what’s important. Then you can share your summary with your friend 
Jessie!

Core Skills Workout–HL

Tip! Use your notes to 
summarize the paired texts 
out loud with a partner. This 
will help you decide if you 
need to add or take out any 
information.
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Inference

Making Inferences

Clues Inferences

Consider these lines from “The Boy Who Couldn’t 
Smile”:

• “ But in the front row, one boy sat glumly, his 
mouth barely moving, his eyes pointed at the 
floor.”

•   “Osawa had few friends.”  

•   “Many of Osawa’s neighbors were cruel. His cleft, 
they said, was a punishment from the heavens, a 
curse on his parents.”

What can you infer about how Osawa felt about his 
life before he had the surgery that repaired his cleft 
lip?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Write two lines from the article that support the 
inference on the right.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

Osawa was scared at the hospital.  

1

2

Directions: The chart below lists clues from “The Boy Who Couldn’t Smile” or “1,000 Reasons to Smile” 
on the left and inferences you can make from them on the right. Fill in the blanks on the chart with clues or 
inferences from the articles.

An inference is something you can figure out from clues in a story, 
even though the story doesn’t say it directly. 
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Inference

Making Inferences, p. 2

Clues Inferences

Consider these lines from “1,000 Reasons to Smile”:

• “  Thankfully, our family had enough money for 
cleft surgery. But some families don’t, so we want 
to raise money for them.”

• “ I think that I get the privilege to help other 
people.”

• “ I feel needed and important. And that just makes 
me very, very joyful and glad.” 

What can you infer about Ella Pastorelli from her 
statements?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Write two lines from one of the articles that support 
the inference on the right.  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Write your own inference from one of the articles.  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

3

4
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