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Welcome to our final edition of East Lyme News and Notes for the 2012-2013 

school year.  This month we highlight the incredible work of our students and 

teachers in the areas of world language and social studies.  Every week we 

strive to fulfill our mission to “inspire, engage, and educate each student to be-

come a contributing citizen and a responsible, independent, and critical thinker” 

by providing a rich array of opportunities to learn about and to experience the 

world. 

You will read about several global experiences our students enjoy in France, 

Germany, Canada, Spain, and, soon to come, China.  Supported entirely by par-

ents and fund-raising efforts, these trips provide dozens of students with a 

chance to practice their emerging new language and to learn firsthand about the 

culture of another country.  These life changing experiences often lead students 

to careers and interests that span the globe. 

This edition includes an assortment of stories about our students’ classroom 

experiences in the social studies.  Read about how our middle school students 

are engaged in research projects, simulations, and even an encounter with Gen-

eral Robert E. Lee.  Enjoy the descriptions of our high school students’ partici-

pation in Model Congress and Model UN.  Marvel at the new Bio Buddies pro-

gram at Niantic Center that brings together students from two elementary 

schools to learn principles of biology.  Join with our high school students as 

they learn about World War II and raise funds for the Chikumbuso Project in 

Zambia.  Finally, experience the hard work of our researchers at Lillie B. 

Haynes and the Flanders “Big E” project planners. 

Enjoy! 

Dr. James D. Lombardo 

Superintendent of Schools 
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     As part of our ongoing effort to provide our students with international 

experiences, East Lyme High School has joined with a comprehensive 

high school in Guangzhou, China to form a unique international coopera-

tive education program.  Starting in 2015-2016, selected students from 

China will attend ELHS for their senior year, and East Lyme students and 

teachers will have an opportunity to experience teaching and learning in 

China for up to one school year. 

     Xiangjiang High School is a highly competitive grade 10-12 school in 

southern China.  During the 2013-2014 school year, Xiangjiang will estab-

lish an innovative “two plus one” program that will serve approximately 

60 Chinese students, who will spend two years in China following a cur-

riculum that mirrors the graduation requirements of East Lyme High 

School.  During their senior year, up to 10 students will travel to East 

Lyme where they will complete their grade 12 year and graduate with both 

an East Lyme and Xiangjiang diploma.  Teachers in China and the US will 

collaborate on curriculum planning and program design. 

     Beginning in 2015, East Lyme students will have the opportunity to live 

and learn in China for three to 10 months.  East Lyme teachers will be able 

to apply to live and teach in China for up to one year.  The full cost of 

transportation, salary, benefits, and housing for the teacher or student will 

be covered by the program. 

    Financially, the Chinese students will pay full tuition to attend East 

Lyme High School, and host families will be provided with a monthly sti-

pend to defray the cost of housing for the students. 

 

Dr. James D. Lombardo 

Superintendent of Schools 
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East Lyme Public Schools will inspire,  

engage and educate each student to become  

a contributing citizen and a responsible,  

independent, and critical thinker. 
 

 

Thank you to our staff who  

contributed  articles for this edition. 

 

East Lyme High School  

Teams Up With  

Xiangjiang High School  

in Guangzhou, China 
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Comment from an East Lyme host parent : 

First of all, I have to tell you what a fabulous 

experience this has been! Our whole family is 

enjoying having C. staying with us!  Thank you 

for running such a wonderful program that al-

lows the students, as well as their families, to 

experience something so awesome.  I know it is 

a lot of work!   Anyone who believes it would be 

better to be staying at hotels instead of host 

families is truly missing out on a lifetime experi-

ence! (M.S) 

 

     On Friday, April 12, the parents of our eight world 

travelers said "Bon voyage" as we left on our journey to 

France where we received a warm welcome by school 

officials and teachers. We experienced some very long 

and somewhat exhausting days (walking an average of 7 

miles a day) while visiting many world famous sights 

such as Louis the XIV's castle in Versailles, the Joconde 

aka Mona Lisa in the Louvre, shopping on the Champs 

Elysees, using all the French we have learned in the 

classrooms, climbing the Arc de Triomphe, taking a boat 

ride on the Seine river and ultimately climbing the Eiffel 

Tower, mais oui.  

 

Comment from an East Lyme exchange student: 

There have been several grand opportunities 

offered to me during my four years at East Lyme 

High School, but the one I will never forget is 

the student exchange between France and the 

United States.  I will admit that I was a little ap-

prehensive in the beginning.  Of course, the op-

portunity couldn’t be missed so easily, so I 

dropped my anxiety and signed up. It ended up 

being the best decision I can recall making in my 

entire life thus far, and I know that many other  

East Lyme Students in front of Versailles 

East Lyme High School 

The French Connection 

     This year, East Lyme High School had the great opportu-

nity to work with a French high school located outside of 

Paris in order to coordinate a student exchange.  

     The preparations began about a year prior when French 

high school teacher, Nathalie Casey, started corresponding 

with Annette Delbecchi, an English teacher in France.  

     First, the itineraries for both trips had to be established and 

then the activities at the hosting school had to get organized. 

Then, the students had to sign up. This task was quite easy for 

the French teacher, who had 22 students sign up almost in-

stantly. East Lyme students were a little bit more hesitant 

with such an experience, but finally eight students signed up 

for this new travel adventure. 

     After much planning, the French exchange students visited 

East Lyme from March 12 to March 22. During their visit, 

they visited New York, Boston, Mystic and the Mashantucket 

Pequot Museum. On Tuesday, March 19th, a group of 38 

East Lyme students joined the French students to visit New 

York  City, the 9/11 Memorial, and the United Nations 

amongst others. 

     On the last day, it was very sad to say goodbye to our new 

friends. Many East Lyme students had wished they had 

signed up for the student exchange after all and only a few of 

the students knew that this goodbye was only short term since 

they would see their new friends again in less than a month.  

 

(French Connection continued on page 4) 

ELHS Students Visiting France 
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French Exchange Students at ELHS 

Students, parents and teachers enjoyed a fabulous 11-

day trip to Germany this spring organized by Frau Fer-

ence at East Lyme High School.  The itinerary included 

Munich, Salzburg, Oberammergau, Meersburg on Lake 

Constance, the Black Forest, Rothenburg and a return to 

Munich.  The guide, Georg Reichlmayr, led the group 

through castles, forts, churches and many spectacular 

sights of Southern Germany.  Travelers enjoyed pork 

dishes, Schnitzel, Spätzle, sausages and more sausages!   

 

Though the weather was cooler this year, as it was here 

at home, everyone had a great trip.  It snowed on Easter 

Sunday in Oberammergau and Castle Neuschwanstein 

was beautiful in the snow on Easter Monday.  Students 

enjoyed the city of Munich, the capital of Bavaria, as 

well as smaller towns like Oberammergau, where they 

stayed in family-run bed and breakfasts with German 

Gemütlichkeit (coziness). 

 

Sophomore German student Ava Williams remarked, 

“Actually being able to see the culture around you is so 

much better than just listening to someone tell you about 

it.”  Many students are now looking forward to studying 

abroad in Germany in college, as many other students 

from East Lyme High School have done, in order to im-

merse themselves in the language and culture. 

 

Submitted by Pat Ference, ELHS German Teacher 

 

 

AUF NACH DEUTSCHLAND 

Castle Nymphenburg in Munich 

Neuschwanstein in the Snow 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

students who participated in the exchange can agree. 

I speak for myself and the other forty-four students, 

both American and French, when I say that it was 

absolutely wonderful.  In addition to creating a friend 

for life, the opportunity to immerse ourselves in an-

other culture was incredible. Participating in the 

French-American exchange this year was undoubt-

edly the best decision I’ve made in my high school 

career, and I wouldn’t trade it for the world.  I’m in-

finitely grateful that this opportunity was given to me, 

and I’ll surely carry the memories with me for the 

rest of my life. (A.D) 

 

Submitted by Nathalie Casey, ELHS French Teacher 

 

East Lyme High School The French Connection 
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Global Language News from East Lyme High School 
New assessments and new technologies are making language come alive for the students! 

     The teachers in the Global Language department at the high school have been working on new and exciting 

ways to deliver the curricula to the students.  New technologies are of special interest, and teachers in our depart-

ment have used Google Voice, Voicethread, Vokis, Voice Record Pro on the 

iPads, YouTube videos, Discovery Education streaming videos, and both 

Mimeo and SmartBoards in their classroom activities.  Our language lab pro-

vides an easy way to collect spoken data, and we are experimenting with 

BYOD (bring your own device) with students using their smartphones in the 

classroom as online dictionaries, to look up cultural facts on the internet, to 

answer surveys, and to do online homework assignments.  Quizlet is a great 

resource for the students for flashcards – besides listing the definition (sometimes in the target language and in 

English) and the spelling - the program even pronounces the word.  There are so many possibilities that we dis-

cover new applications and websites daily. 

     In our Professional Learning Communities (PLCs), we are looking at ways for our students to learn how to com-

municative more effectively.  We have a PLC group looking at how to help students with strategies on how to learn 

a foreign language; how to work on strategies on reading (looking at Common Core expectations with English Lan-

guage Arts); and a group studying how to bring more of a communicative approach to our teaching.  We have been 

developing task-based assessments, also known as performance-based assessments (PBAs), which show what the 

student can do with the language. 

Thanks to our administration and the community for your support of our program! 

Laurie Barry, Curriculum/Instruction Leader, Global Languages 

     This year, 6th grade Spanish students let their imagina-

tions fly after learning Spanish vocabulary by creating their 

ideal bedroom in a 3-D diorama format. 

  

     The goal of the project was three fold. 1) The creation 

helped the students remember their vocabulary as each item 

in the room had to be labeled. While learning vocabulary 

the students also learned the basics of grammar.  2) As part 

of this requirement, they had to write about and present 

their project to the class. Writing not only helps the stu-

dents understand the Spanish language, but helps them bet-

ter understand the formation of their own language.  3) This 

activity involved comparing the similarities and differences 

of our culture and lifestyle with others around the world.  

 

     As a whole, the 3-D rooms were wonderful creations 

enjoyed and admired by all our classes. 

 

Submitted by Sally Emch, ELMS Spanish Teacher 

 

East Lyme Middle School 
Learning Spanish Vocabulary in 3-D Format 
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         “Mi Lugar Favorito” 

                  (How not to get lost in a foreign land!) 

As seventh grade Spanish students acquired vocabulary for directional prepositions, and uses of 

the verb estar, they had to create a map of their favorite destination, share it with the class, and 

explain just how to “get around town”.  Some students chose vacation spots overseas, while oth-

ers talked about places closer to home.  Still others created places in their imagination. 

 Students showed a great command of the Spanish language as they explained the juxtaposition 

of various buildings such as stores, restaurants, hotels, museums, banks and more.  It was delightful to hear them give direc-

tions in the target language as the class practiced their listening and comprehension skills.  Many students created colorful 

maps as visual aids for their presentations.  Some students even created 3-D and virtual images of their chosen locale! 

 This creative assignment not only offered students a chance to practice pronunciation and fluency in Spanish, but 

also reinforced their writing skills both in English and Spanish.  It also gave them the chance to improve their presentational 

skills while reinforcing new vocabulary.  And who knows?  One day maybe this practical knowledge will pay off, as our stu-

dents venture out into the world.  Hopefully they won’t get lost, and maybe, just maybe, they will even help others find their 

way!  

 

Submitted by Jackie Curry, ELMS Spanish & French Teacher 

 

Mesmerized  

by  

Montreal 

 

 

 

 
 

For the past twenty eight years, the seventh and eighth grade French students at East Lyme Middle School have visited 

Montreal for a firsthand experience at cultural and linguistic immersion.  This year was no exception!  During the wee 

hours of a May morning, ninety-seven French students and ten chaperones, led by Mesdames Amlong and Curry, set out on 

a wonderful adventure to Montreal.  As always, the trip was a huge success! 

“My trip was a once-in-a-lifetime-experience.  I learned so much…” said seventh grader, Skylar Provencher. 

“I learned many things on our trip to Canada.  I learned new French words and interesting facts about the culture.  

  I also learned about different places in the city.” added Jennifer Peck, also a seventh grader. 

“While we were in Montréal, we had an opportunity to try lots of different foods that were part of their culture…  

the crêpes …were delicious…the smoked meat sandwiches 

were so good. I wish they had more food like that in the 

U.S.”, exclaimed eighth grader, Maura Whaley. 

Eighth grader Jack Mountain, a budding food connoisseur, claimed 

that, “The best food was at the Sucrerie de la Montagne, where the 

maple syrup was divine.  It even tasted great in the pea soup!” 

As the busses rolled in to the ELMS parking lot at 11:30 Saturday 

night, everyone, especially the chaperones, were exhausted, but 

filled with many tales to share with friends and family! 

Submitted by Mesdames Amlong, Curry and Emch 

ELMS Global Language Teachers 
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Ms. Brush, East Lyme High 

School Physical Education 

Teacher,  went to Taian Hero 

Mountain  Middle  School 

(THMMS) this spring with the 

mission to continue an ongoing 

sister school relationship between 

East Lyme High School and 

THMMS through teaching classes 

and giving lectures about Ameri-

can education and culture. Over 

the course of the next couple of 

years, East Lyme will continue to 

develop this sister school relation-

ship by sending students and teachers 

to China as well as hosting students, 

teachers, and principals from China 

here in East Lyme. 

 

In this current age of globalization,  

East Lyme High School is now offer-

ing a Chinese language class.  Ex-

change programs like this will help to 

bring a hands-on approach to learning 

about the world and its different cul-

tures and languages. Being able to 

view the world from different perspec-

tives is a major focus of the new Com-

     Not only was I embraced by 4,000 students and faculty at 

the Taian Hero Mountain Middle School, I climbed to the top 

of the Great Wall of China!  I had the unique opportunity to 

teach East Lyme Health & Physical Education to over 300 stu-

dents during my five day stay at the school.  We played a vari-

ety of cooperative and teambuilding activities such as tag 

games and blindfold walks.  This was something they had never 

done before and they had a blast!  After the activities, we re-

grouped in the classroom where I instructed the students to 

write vocabulary describing what we did and how they 

felt.  Some words they used to described the activities were 

brave, happy, trust, free, crazy, healthy & forever memory.     

Continued on page 8 (Amazing Trip!) 

 

East Lyme  and Taian Hero  are Sister Schools! 

mon Core Standards Initiative that East 

Lyme is in the process of adapting.  

With teachers like Ms. Brush leading 

the way, we are looking forward to 

learning from her experiences as she 

brings them into her classroom.  Ms. 

Brush is only one of three teachers in-

volved in the exchange program with 

THMMS.  Jeff Drew, East Lyme High 

School Social Studies Teacher and In-

ternship Coordinator, visited China in 

April and Mathew O’Grady, East 

Lyme High School Math Teacher, is 

scheduled to visit next April.  This spe-

cific exchange program is funded 

through a grant from Spiral In-

ternational of Vermont as well as 

a grant from the Connecticut As-

sociation of Schools. 

 

If your family is interested in 

hosting a Chinese Exchange Stu-

dent this summer from July 10-

22, please contact Jeff Drew at 

Jeff.Drew@eastlymeschools.org. 

Host families will have the op-

portunity to join their Chinese 

guests on weekdays during a day 

camp, which features workshops 

learning about American life, as 

well as tours to a variety of area 

historical and cultural sites.  Small 

stipends of $100 per student will 

be provided to host families to 

cover part of the expenses related 

to the visitor or to donate to the 

school program of their choice. 

Submitted by Jeff Drew,  

ELHS Teacher &  

Internship Coordinator 

My Trip to China Was Amazing!   
Jen Brush, ELHS Health and PE Teacher 

Jen Brush with students from  

Taian Hero Mountain Middle School 

Page 7 

mailto:Jeff.Drew@eastlymeschools.org


Amazing Trip! (Continued from page 7) 

The students were so excited to learn from me and I was so excited to 

share my passion about what I do.  Since returning, when people ask 

me about my trip, I describe it as magical.  The energy and excitement 

that I brought to China was given back to me tenfold.   I was blessed to 

have had this opportunity to experience the Chinese culture 

and  people,  and I am so excited to share my pictures and  experience 

with my students, family, and friends.  Stepping out of my comfort 

zone of East Lyme and traveling to China by myself opened my 

eyes and challenged myself personally and professionally.   

In February 2014, a group of students and teachers from East 

Lyme  High School will once again travel to Barcelona.  The 

first student exchange program in East Lyme High School his-

tory occurred last year, after many years of planning by Senora 

Lorince and Senora Barry.  Six brave students ventured to Spain last February and nine students 

from Barcelona were our guests in late March.  In Barcelona, we visited the Picasso Museum, Poble Espanyol, Gaudi’s 

La Sagrada Familia, Las Ramblas, and toured around the 

city eating wonderful food and taking lots of pictures.  In 

Viladecans, where we stayed with our host families, we 

visited the mayor and were interviewed by the local tele-

vision station (see the video at http://

www.viladecanstv.tv/2012/02/linstitut-mestres-fa-un-

intercanvi-destudiants-amb-un-centre-nord-america/).  

Many students at East Lyme High school were able to get 

to know the students from Spain at events like the Spring 

Fling, Empty Bowls, and trips to Boston, Mystic and New 

York City. 

We look forward to our trip to Barcelona again in 2014.  

Our 26 Spanish guest students will be here for eight days 

in April, and 21 East Lyme and Salem students are travel-

ing to Spain in February. 

Submitted by Laura Barry, ELHS Spanish Teacher 

Our group of teachers, parents and students, as we said a long 

and tearful goodbye at the Barcelona airport, February 2012. 

ELHS—Back to Barcelona 

Jen Brush with students from  

Taian Hero Mountain Middle School 
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of practicing our sentences is through a silent search. 

Here students from Mrs. DeGrooth's class circulate and, 

using only ges-

t u r e s ,  f i n d 

their matches and 

put together a 

sentence that they 

might use in 

greeting another 

student.  

     We play a 

board game called "Say it, mime it".  Students land on a 

space with a number that corresponds to an activity com-

mon to their age group.  By practicing how to say the 

activity in Spanish, we get more comfortable using it in 

our greetings.  On the board there are ten possible activi-

ties like "riding my bike" or "speaking with my dog".   

     Sometimes, volunteers do a presentation on a special 

interest like soccer or "fútbol".  Two students prepared a 

presentation on Barcelona defense player, Carles Puyol.   

     In México we might say "nos vemos" while in España 

or Spain we would say "hasta luego".  Either way, it's 

bye, friends, and thank you for reading about us.  

 

Submitted by William Morse 

Elementary Global Language Teacher 

      East Lyme Public Schools currently offers 50 minutes 

a week of Spanish language and culture to the third and 

fourth grade students at Niantic Center, Flanders, and Lil-

lie B. Haynes schools.  The curriculum for third graders is 

centered on Mexico, while the curriculum for the fourth 

graders is centered on Spain.  

    As part of the third grade program, we are learning 

about the Aztec civilization, one of the most important pre

-Hispanic civilizations in the Americas.  Through a series 

of student presentations, we are discovering the food, 

clothing, hous-

ing, beliefs, cus-

toms and pas-

times of a peo-

ple key to the 

understanding of 

Mexico today. 

By making com-

parisons with 

our own culture, 

we are drawing on personal connections, thus making our-

selves more aware of our own surroundings. In Ms. 

Vaudreuil's class, students used stick puppets to tell of the 

Aztec migration south in search of the site where they 

were to build their great metropolis later becoming Mex-

ico City.   

     As part of 

the fourth 

grade pro-

gram, we are 

learning to 

hold short 

conversations 

in Spanish 

whereby we 

tell other stu-

dents about what we've done and what we plan to do by 

way of a greeting.  This includes the family, sports, out-

door/indoor activities and the days of the week.  One way 

Buenos días, amigos! 
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Lillie B. Haynes School’s 
4th Grade Research Projects 

Spring has sprung and our Fourth Grade students have begun to study 

Connecticut and the other New England states.   With our upcoming 

field trip to Hartford around the corner, students are learning the impor-

tance of state government, economy, and geography, as well as many 

other exciting state facts.  The students have just begun participating in 

guided research (seen in the photos) using Connecticut as a model for 

gathering important information and facts through a variety of sources.  

Students will then work in collaborative groups to research a different 

New England state during their media block.  Students will be locat-

ing, analyzing, and evaluating resources in the classroom, media 

center, and computer lab.  As a culminating activity, students will 

get a chance to “visit” the other New England states through peer 

poster presentations and to learn what makes each state unique. 

 

Submitted by Lauren Oleynek, Grade 4 Teacher  

What's It Like to Learn Spanish  

at Coastal Connections? 
 
Learning Spanish at Coastal Connections, East Lyme School District's non-

traditional option to the high school, is nothing like what most global language 

students experience when studying a foreign language.  Students at Coastal Con-

nections have been afforded the opportunity of using the highly acclaimed pro-

gram for language learning known as Rosetta Stone.  Each student is given an 

online account that monitors their progress.  Number of hours logged, percentage of curriculum completed, and percent-

age of correct answers are tracked automatically.  In order to earn the required global language credit, students are ex-

pected to log a minimum of 15 hours per quarter or approximately 1.5 hours per week. While that may not seem like 

many hours, the program is immersion-based, so it has a tendency to be intense and quite challenging.  Students are pro-

vided with headsets with built-in microphones in order to practice the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

in the target language, usually Spanish, but sometimes French, Italian, and Russian.  Students have commented that they 

like being able to work at their own pace as well as being able to focus more effectively with fewer potential distractions. 

 

Coastal Connections is inspired by the Big Picture Learning Model, which often has an internship component where stu-

dents are placed in the field to give them practical experience to support their individualized learning plan.  Potentially 

the most exciting aspect, using their Spanish proficiency outside of Coastal Connections at one of their placements, 

would represent the ultimate in a meaningful learning experience.   

 

Submitted by Laurie Barry, Global Language Curriculum Instructional Leader 
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 One of my favorite as-

pects of teaching is guiding our 

4th grade students in the process 

of researching and presenting a 

New England state for some-

thing which we call the Little 

Big E. Students learn multiple 

ways to research and present, 

and one of the most important 

lessons,  not to let your team 

down. 

In 4th grade, as part of the East Lyme social stud-

ies curriculum, we focus on the differences and similari-

ties between Connecticut and the other five New England 

states.  Terry Hoblin from Lillie B. Haynes, Kathy Val-

liere from Niantic Center, and myself designed this unit 

with the intention of making an exposition and celebra-

tion of the myriad skills elementary students accumulate 

by the end of 4th grade. 

At Flanders, we begin the year with a field trip to 

the Big E in Agawam, MA, giving the students a taste of 

what makes our region such a productive and important 

region to the US.  Students visit each of the state houses 

(themselves scaled versions of their respective state capi-

tol buildings) to sample the products, ask questions of the 

businesses represented, and collect information they will 

use later in the year. 

 Back at school, teachers focus on Connecticut as 

a vehicle for demonstrating research and presentation 

skills.  We try to expose students to a variety of ways to 

do this: for geography, we teach mapping skills and have 

students make a 3D relief map of the state in art; for the 

economy of CT, we research its companies and products 

before creating quilt patches of these; for history, we 

have our first exposure to a textbook & how to take notes 

from non-fiction, creating, in the process, a timeline of 

CT’s history.  We also give students an exposure to 

PowerPoint & Prezi, which they use to create a short 

presentation on a famous Nutmegger or historic site. 

 At this 

point of the year, 

4th grade students  

learn about the 

three branches of 

CT’s government.  

We visit the State 

Capitol building 

in Hartford, meet 

our representative 

and senator, and 

view the Supreme Court.  We 

follow this up back at school 

with a visit from the Old State 

House Education Outreach pro-

gram docents, who guide stu-

dents through the process of 

electing officials with an engag-

ing interactive play.  We visit our 

last field trip of the year, the 

Florence Griswold Museum, to 

heighten the students’ appreciation of art history and lo-

cal tourism. 

 After studying Connecticut and being exposed to 

many different ways of presenting, students are grouped 

up by a balance of their Multiple Intelligences into the 

five New England states.  Each student chooses a role to 

undertake: CEO, to study their state’s economy; Geowiz, 

to focus on the state’s geography & climate; Entertain-

ment Director, to look at the culture & sports; Travel 

Agent, to research the state’s tourist industry; and lastly, 

State Historian.  Over the next few weeks, students gen-

erate research questions within their specialty role and 

then answer them by applying skills already taught in 

library and computer lab. 

 Finally in June, students have the chance to “sell 

their state” to an audience of parents and 3rd graders.  I 

am always amazed how groups will take the same infor-

mation but produce such varied 10 minute presentations, 

incorporating instrument playing, rapping, cheerleading, 

sculpture, talk shows, props, food, acting, dress-up, vid-

eos, posters, Prezi, interviews, dance, etc.  The final pro-

duction is just a small portion of all the marvelous proc-

ess which goes into making the Little Big E.  By the end, 

our 4th graders have made important steps in learning re-

sponsibility, taking a risk, expanding their knowledge of 

our region, and pushing their ability to work with others. 

Submitted by  

Julian Evans  

4th Grade Teacher 

Little Big E at Flanders School 
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On any given day, social 

studies classes at East Lyme 

Middle School are exploring 

the world of the past and the 

present, while honing their 

21st century learning skills for 

the future.  Whether students 

are re-enacting the town meetings that led to American 

independence or preparing cultural activities for a Chinese 

festival, they are also developing their abilities to read 

strategically, research thoughtfully, write persuasively, 

and effectively utilize modern technology. 

The middle school social studies curriculum, 

which focuses on U.S. history for 5th and 8th grade and 

world regions for 6th and 7th grade, lends itself to an excit-

ing range of educational opportunities for the students.  

Beyond the academic knowledge gleaned from each activ-

ity offered this school year, students are also continually 

encouraged to relate these experiences to themselves and 

their ever-important role in our local and global communi-

ties. 

 

School-Wide Events 

 A number of school-wide events were coordinated 

at the middle school this year to promote social studies 

based content on all grade levels.  Because every kiva 

shared in these special activities, these events also served 

to foster school spirit and cross-team continuity. 

In September, all social studies classes studied the 

Constitution as part of our state and nation’s history.  This 

annual tradition helps to remind all students of the impor-

tance of the U.S. Constitution, which is studied in detail 

during 8th grade. 

In spite of unexpectedly losing a week of school 

to Storm Sandy, November was a busy month and was 

filled with three major social studies projects. 

First, students at ELMS held their mock Election 

Day as planned on Monday, November 5th, even though it 

was the first day back after tropical storm Sandy.  Students 

appeared on the morning news to remind their classmates 

to vote, and every home base in the school participated.  

Votes were calculated using an Electoral College-like 

structure based on kivas, and our results were similar to 

the official results on the real Election Day, which oc-

curred the day after our simulation. 

FROM LOCAL HISTORY TO GLOBAL AWARENESS 

                EAST LYME MIDDLE SCHOOLERS 

             EMBRACE 21
ST

 CENTURY LEARNING 

                   Past, PRESENT AND FUTURE! 

Meanwhile, on November 5th, thanks to the gener-

osity of the PTA, the ELMS social studies department 

welcomed National Geographic’s giant Asia Map to our 

school stage.  The delivery of the map had been storm-

delayed by several days, but it stayed at ELMS for a few 

weeks, and students in all grades were able to visit the 

map and participate in special geography lessons created 

just for the occasion.  Older students recalled learning 

from the giant Africa and North America maps that ELMS 

has hosted in previous years. 

A few days later, on Friday, November 8th, the 

ELMS social studies department welcomed dozens of vet-

erans who represented service in our country spanning 

from present day to World War II.  This year our ELMS 

annual Veterans Day included activities for students such 

as interviewing panels of veterans about their experiences, 

creating cards to be sent to veterans in hospitals and other 

localities, honoring local veterans at the Old Stone Church 

Burial Ground, and participating in a school-wide cere-

mony at the end of the day. 

In January, social studies classes practiced their 

geography skills in the yearly National Geographic Geog-

raphy Bee.  Team winners attended a final round hosted 

by Thomas R. Lewis, Ph.D., former professor of geogra-

phy and former co-coordinator of the Connecticut Geo-

graphic Alliance.  (Dr. Lewis is the father of our assistant 

principal, Mrs. Frost.)  Our school winner, Clare Wu, ad-

vanced to the State Finals! 

(Past & Present—Continued on page 13) 

Breakers students in Civil War uniforms from left to right:  Gene 

Medley, Cully Moore, Jack McDonald, and Beatrice Navarro 
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 (Past & Present — continued from page 12) 

 

Bringing Outside Experts into our Classrooms 

  

Another way that ELMS students appreciate enrichment of 

their social studies skills is by interacting with guest pre-

senters in our classrooms.  Examples of visitors sharing 

their first-hand expertise with our students include; a for-

mer EL student describing her travels to Kenya, EL parents 

presenting about their former experiences in Colombia, and 

Civil War expert Kent Sinram sharing his knowledge of 

Robert E. Lee.  Additionally, East Lyme Town Historian 

Liz Kutchta and Gene Medley mesmerized several classes 

with information about William Colepaugh, an East Lyme 

native who became a Nazi spy, and local historian Gene 

Medley organized a presentation about Niantic during the 

Revolutionary War offered to some of our students in May.  

A Holocaust survivor is likewise slated to visit with some 

of our students this spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring History through Field Experiences 

 

 ELMS students on various teams travelled to ex-

plore U.S. history on-site at Boston, Mystic Seaport, and 

Plimouth Plantation.  Some students attended the Garde 

Arts Center in New London to watch a historical play about 

Harriet Tubman.  Some teams are also planning trips lo-

cally to the Thomas Lee House in May and the Smith-

Harris House in June.  A variety of members from the East 

Lyme community, including Dick Waterman (Thomas Lee 

House) and Jim Littlefield (ELHS and Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harris House) are currently crafting plans to make sure 

that both of these spring field trips are filled with memora-

ble experiences for our students. 

 

Preparing Students for the Future 

 

 ELMS social studies teachers have been actively 

working to develop and administer pilot common forma-

tive assessments that will assist our students in transition-

ing to new national testing procedures slated to occur after 

2014.  At that time, the State of Connecticut will be re-

placing the Connecticut Mastery Tests with the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment Consortium’s student measure-

ments.  These assessments, which have been adopted by 

forty-five states, align literacy and mathematic skills to the 

Common Core State Standards. 

 Social studies classes at the middle school became 

the first subject area to incorporate blogging as an instruc-

tional tool, as was first subject area to utilize the school’s 

new iPads. 

 

Applying the Knowledge 

 

 Social studies classes at ELMS aim to assist stu-

dents in improving and building upon their skills while 

also learning how to contribute these skills to our school, 

town, country, and world.  Participating in school-wide 

activities, meeting experts about the topics being studied, 

exploring history and current events, and engaging in re-

search-driven projects teach our students how to embrace 

their learning and their future.  As such, this year has been 

filled with exciting social studies adventures, and more are 

yet to come. 

 

Submitted by Amanda Just, ELMS Social Studies Teacher 

Osprey students hike the Freedom Trail in Boston. 

General Robert E. Lee visited the Blue Crabs 

kiva.   From left to right are Shawn Dobo, Kent 

Sinram, and Clyde Gill 
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The Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project 

 “Remember to do for others.” 

     We have a new club at East Lyme High School with 

quite a peculiar name.  The Chikumbuso Club, introduced 

in the 2011-2012 academic year, was established to help 

raise awareness and funds to support The Chikumbuso 

Women and Orphans Project located in the Ng’ombe com-

pound in Lusaka, Zambia.  The Chikumbuso Project, 

meaning “to remember”,  was founded in 2005 to help 

transform the lives of widows, grandmothers, and orphans 

devastated by the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Zambia through 

notable programs like the grandmother outreach program , 

skills training for at risk youth, widows micro-enterprise project, the Chikumbuso kitchen, and the Chikumbuso school. 

     The founder of Chikumbuso, Linda Wilkinson, was invited to speak to the newly created social studies course Human 

Rights and Wrongs this year, about her grassroots project aimed at combating poverty and disenfranchisement that is all 

too common in the developing world.  She described to students how she purchased a dilapidated old bar and through 

generous support of family and friends, created a community center and school in the Ng’ombe compound.  Students 

learned about the significance of microenterprise projects that are improving small communities in countries like Zam-

bia.  The widows of the Chikumbuso community are given skills training to crochet bags out of recycled materials to 

generate income for the Chikumbuso community.  These bags can be purchased through the Chikumbuso.com website, 

their page on facebook, and just recently Overstock.com offered to sell the Chikumbuso bags in their World Stock sec-

tion on their webpage.   Linda reminded students that combating systemic problems such as global poverty can be daunt-

ing; however, all it takes is the desire to change just one life that can lead to projects like Chikumbuso.  While it will not 

end poverty in Zambia, it will change the lives of those fortunate enough to be part of this community.  She asked the 

students to embrace the mission statement of Chikumbuso, and “remember to do for others” for this is how her journey 

in Africa began. 

     The Chikumbuso Club at East Lyme High School has focused its fundraising efforts to help support the Chikumbuso 

School.  The Chikumbuso School was founded in 2006 with just 30 students and has now grown to approximately 300 

students in grades 1-6.  Students are given a safe and nurturing learning environment that provides them with essentials 

such as health cards, a meal (sometimes their only meal for the day), and sponsorships to the local schools once they 

graduate.  The local schools cost $250 per year for fees, uniforms, and books.  Our compassionate ELHS club members 

want to ensure that these children get to continue their education to help break the cycle of poverty that plague communi-

ties like Ng’ombe.  The students, through the leadership of the club presidents Sherry Yang and Alice Cheng, have 

raised approximately $1600.00 to date through bake sales, coin drives, and events like last year’s Open Mic Night.  Our 

dedicated staff helped raise $400 this year through a Jeans Day fundraiser.  The club hopes to raise more money with our 

upcoming Karaoke Night on Friday, May 31st from 7:00pm-10:00pm.  The Chikumbuso Club wants to expand its efforts 

by making informational videos on the morning show, offer cultural exchange opportunities via skype to middle and ele-

mentary students, and provide updates on the students we sponsor through scholarships.  Please visit the website 

www.Chikumbuso.com to view pictures, to read more about their programs, or to donate to this notable community.  For 

more information on ways to get involved with Chikumbuso, please contact Shannon.Saglio@eastlymepublicschools.org      

 

Submitted by Shannon Saglio, ELHS Social Studies Teacher 
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What to do when you’ve planned for your students to work on the 

department goal for the year and the computer labs are booked solid?  

It’s time to problem solve with the Library and Media Center staff.  

Result – if the class can’t go to the computers, bring the computers 

to them.  The rolling computer lab, stocked with laptops, arrived 

shortly before the start of class and students were ready to go when 

the class began.  Thanks to the library personnel, all that was re-

quired was a personal log-on. 

The Social Studies standard that students were to work on was draw-

ing evidence from informational text, then using the information to 

support analysis and form relevant connections.  In preparation for 

this lesson, students read articles from The  Economist, Wall Street 

Journal, London Times, US News & World Report,  Upfront Maga-

zine, The Week, and several online sources.  They also viewed vid-

eos from National Geographic and CBS news.  The lesson objective 

was to synthesize and analyze information from several sources and 

utilize that information to develop a recommendation with support-

ing documentation.  Their task was to prepare a position paper for 

the Secretaries of State and Defense, recommending a course of ac-

tion for U.S. North Korean policy in light of recent events. 

The content of their policy statements was evaluated first by the 

teacher using a rubric to determine development of language and 

elaboration of evidence.  Students then evaluated their own work 

using the same rubric.  The position papers were  assessed for the  

student’s ability to present a course of action and argue for it persua-

sively. 

This writing assignment was part of a series of activities developed 

in the Social Studies PLCs which focused upon improving students’ 

abilities to cite explicit textual evidence to support positions and 

build relevancy.  This is consistent with the Common Core Social 

Studies standards.  The entire Social Studies department has focused 

upon this critical skill. 

Submitted by Rose Ann Hardy 

 ELHS Social Studies Teacher 

High School Contemporary Issues  
Students Work on Social Studies Department Goals 
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ELHS Contemporary Issues  
Model Congress and Model United Nations 

As an integral part of the 

Contemporary Issues class this 

year, students were fortunate to be 

invited and to attend Princeton 

Model Congress in  Washington, 

DC, UPENN in Philadelphia, and 

Dartmouth Model United Nations. 

Although we received several 

other invitations, taking into con-

sideration loss of school time and 

the funding required for these ex-

periences, students decided on 

attending the aforementioned 

which seemed to fit best with our 

school calendar and student re-

sponsibilities. 

Approximately 1,000  

high school students attend 

Princeton’s Model Congress and 

as with all of these conferences  

there is usually a wait list for 

schools.  Students are assigned to 

a committee then research topics 

appropriate to that committee, 

write, and present their bills.  All 

of our students’ bills passed, how-

ever a proposed Constitutional 

amendment to delete the “natural 

born citizen” requirement for 

President introduced by Kayla 

Giordano failed. Students spent 

over 25 hours in deliberations, but 

we still found time to meet with 

Representative Courtney, tour the 

Capitol, Library of Congress, 

Ford’s Theatre, and were granted 

a security clearance to tour the 

Pentagon. 

“PMC was a great experience 

that helped me better my public speaking 

ability and gave me a lot of insight into 

the actual processes the Congress goes 

through to pass legislation” (Periklis Fo-

kaidis.) 

Around 500 students attend 

UPENN’s conference held this year in 

February.  Students must learn and fol-

low parliamentary procedure during all 

debates.  Bills introduced by our delega-

tion for this conference included an act to 

create solar powered trains, (Jameson 

Foulke)  an act to reform public charter 

school funding (Unni Kurumbail), ex-

panding the pool of translators for intelli-

gence agencies through incentive fund-

ing for global language majors (Hannah 

Smith), and creating better body armor 

for male and specifically female soldiers 

(Alex Gaito).  Two resolutions to for-

ward to the United Nations were also 

introduced by our delegation:  A 

resolution to improve the status of  

women in Afghanistan and guaran-

tee them protections  as provided by 

the UN Declaration of Human 

Rights (Periklis Fokaidis) and a 

resolution calling for a referral to 

the International Criminal Court to 

investigate Iranian leaders for vio-

lating the Convention on the pre-

vention and punishment of the 

crime of genocide (Ross Krasner). 

By special application and  

essay,  students may vie for coveted 

spots in the President’s Cabinet, 

National Security Council, Supreme 

Court or run as candidates for Presi-

dent and Vice-President. These are 

hotly contested positions and gener-

ally a school delegation is lucky to 

be awarded one slot. So, it was with 

surprise that we learned that Billy 

Dumais was named Secretary of 

Commerce in the Cabinet, Kayla 

Giordano would serve on the Na-

tional Security Council, and 

Jameson Foulke and Periklis Fo-

kaidis would be Supreme Court Jus-

tices. Kudos to those students who 

would be doing double the amount 

of work. Special recognition is due 

to Laura Kastner, who the night be-

fore we left, agreed to step up and 

fill in on the Supreme Court for 

Periklis who was too ill to go. Co-

incidentally, we were very fortunate  

 

(UPENN Continued on Page 17) 

Students in front of the famous  “LOVE” 

statue while at UPENN Model Congress. 

L-R – 1st row – Jameson Foulke,  Emily Leen,  

Hannah Smith, Kayla Giordano, Billy Dumais, 

Ross Krasner, Unni Kurumbail 

2nd row – Alex Gaito, Laura Kastner, Abbey 

Robbins.  
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dress and report to the crisis room for an emergency 

session which last three hours.  Unni Kurumbail 

represented Italy in the International Court of Justice 

arguing the cases of “Whaling in the Antarctic” 

Australia v. Japan and “Aerial Herbicide Spraying” 

Ecuador v. Columbia. 

“Dartmouth was a fun and exciting trip all 

around, but the best part for me was getting that 

much closer to being comfortable voicing my opin-

ions.”  (Hannah Smith) 

“Dartmouth UN was a great experience to 

expose the class to foreign affairs and meet new 

people. It was an unforgettable experience that I 

hope we get to have again next year”.  (Alex Gaito) 

These unique experiences provide our stu-

dents with multiple opportunities for learning and 

personal growth. I am always proud to be identified 

as their teacher and believe me our students are 

stand outs in many ways. 

 

Submitted by Roseann Hardy,  

ELHS Social Studies Teacher 

 

 

 

 

(UPENN from Page 16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that one of the cases argued was  Kelo v. City of New 

London. How ironic. 

“Even though this was my second trip to PMC, it 

seemed like a whole new experience. Participating in 

NSC was an extraordinary experience. Even though it 

was very late at night, I felt wide awake and ready to 

problem solve.  It’s an amazing feeling to be surrounded 

by our nation’s future leaders.”  (Kayla Giordano) 

“Being able to argue and debate real Supreme 

Court cases in a mock setting as if the outcomes were 

real, with and against some of the brightest high school 

minds in America was an opportunity of a lifetime that 

I’m extremely thankful I was a part of.”  (Jameson 

Foulke) 

 

At Dartmouth Model UN, the majority of our 

delegation represented Italy and students had to learn 

procedures unique to the United Nations.  Position papers 

were researched and debated on the issues surrounding 

human trafficking (Laura Kastner), clean water develop-

ment (Abbey Robbins), Migrant workers (Emily Leen), 

Humanitarian Aid in Syria and Disarmament Small 

Weapons and Light Arms (Alex Gaito), Environmental 

Governance and Ecotourism (Ross Krasner). Kayla 

Giordano by special appointment served in the Cabinet of 

the South Korean Government as the minister of covert 

operations.  Their simulation was very timely and realis-

tic, including being called at 1:00 a.m. to immediately 

Students at Ford’s Theatre in DC 

L to R:  Kayla Giordano, Laura Kastner, Jameson Foulke, Wil-

liam Dumais, Periklis Fokaidis  
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 Girls & Boys State sponsored by the American Le-

gion & the Legion Auxiliary is a national program which 

educates  students about state and local government.  Turner 

Tinker,  Niantic  American Legion Post Commander, Tim 

Yuhas, and Auxliliary President, Patricia Keegan, recently 

announced this year’s delegates.  This year’s  week long 

program will be held at Eastern Connecticut College in June. 

The delegates must be sponsored by the Legion itself or an 

organization or business.   A student must have completed 

junior year and  have a 3.0 average.  East Lyme High School 

applicants must write an essay and appear before a Legion 

interview committee.  The students did an excellent and im-

pressive job responding to the committee’s questions. 

 Once accepted as delegates, students must attend  

three  informational sessions in preparation for their partici-

pation, write a bill to propose,  and present that to our dele-

gates for practice.  While at Girls & Boys State the delegates 

must be active participants.  Not only do they learn about 

state and local government, they also meet various state and 

local officials, campaign for local and state offices, discuss 

current issues, present and argue bills and manage to have a 

little fun.  In the past, we have had students who were 

elected as local political party chairs, mayor, first selectman,  

Secretary of the State, Tax Collector, Lt. Governor, Gover-

nor, and Sheriff.  Two  students  at the convention are  also 

selected to attend either Girls or Boys Nation in DC for a 

E 
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Girls & Boys 

State 

 

 A Nationally 

Recognized  

Program 

week.  Over the years East Lyme has been fortunate to 

have several students selected for this honor. 

 This is a nationally recognized program and an 

invaluable experience for those students who are fortu-

nate enough to attend.  As the High School Advisor with 

over 25 years involvement with  students in the program 

and the Legion, I  cannot think of any student who did 

not feel that they benefitted greatly by  

participating. 

     Bill topics under consideration at this time are:  

Gradually increasing the retirement age for CT State 

Troopers  (Colleen Durkee), an act to expand student 

loan forgiveness and to provide students loan repayment 

assistance based on academic performance and commu-

nity service (Mark Chmielwski),  an automatic “opt in” 

policy on driver’s licenses for organ donors (Emily 

Leen), for soldiers who die while on active duty the 

State will pay for burial plots in a cemetery of choice 

(Angeline Adamski), outlawing private ownership of 

semi-automatic weapons (Abbey Robbins), and State 

mandated physical fitness testing (Hannah Stiles). 

 

Submitted by Rose Ann Hardy     

ELHS Social Studies Teacher 

 

Commander Yuhas,  Alexander Gaito, (sponsored by the Niantic Firefighters)  Emily Leen,  Abbey Robbins 

(sponsored by Dominion)  Hannah Stiles, Ms. Keegan, Colleen Durkee, Angeline Adamski, Ms. Hardy, Mark 

Chmielwski. (sponsored by East Lyme Police Union), and Angeline Adamski (sponsored by Niantic Firefighters). 
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What do you get when you combine third grad-

ers, the great outdoors, animals, field trips, lunchtime 

camaraderie, biology games, and science labs? Well, 

BioBuddies, of course! 

This year, Mrs. Muir’s third grade class is par-

ticipating in a new and exciting science program 

funded through a grant by LEARN.  BioBuddies part-

nered Mrs. Muir’s Niantic Center School class with a 

class from MacDonough School in Middletown.  Stu-

dents are assigned a buddy from their partner school 

and, together, they participate in “hands-on” biology-

based learning field trips.  So far this year, the classes 

learned about plants and nature at Bushy Hill, studied 

conservation and erosion at the Connecticut Science 

Center, traveled to the Denison Pequot Nature Center 

to examine the water cycle and, most recently, learned 

about recycling at the Trash Museum in Hartford.  

Students said they most enjoyed learning about how 

all of our plastic and paper waste is sorted, bundled, 

and then shipped off to be made into brand new prod-

ucts. They were really surprised to learn that the jack-

BioBuddies at Niantic Center School 

 

ets they were wearing or the rug they were standing 

on could have started out as a plastic bottle!  

When students return from their monthly 

field trips, they write letters to their buddies describ-

ing what they liked and learned on each trip.  They 

love to receive their partner letters every month.  In 

addition to field trips, Mrs. Kim Stewart, LEARN 

coordinator and East Lyme parent, visits Mrs. 

Muir’s classroom each month to teach a special sci-

ence lesson.  Through games and hands-on learning 

activities, Mrs. Stewart has engaged the students in 

learning about food chains and webs, and animal 

adaptations. In addition to teaching lessons, Mrs. 

Stewart also provides picture books, biology games 

and even a composting kit, complete with worms for 

the students to enjoy year round!  

Mrs. Muir’s class truly loves this program 

and has LEARNed so much! 

 

Submitted by Sue Muir, NCS Teacher 
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each soldier lay down for his turn.  The 

food wasn’t too bad and letter writing 

was also popular during down time.  Fol-

lowing the war, Brown went on to teach 

at the Submarine School, no surprise 

there.  He retired from the U.S. Navy as a 

Master Chief in 1963, one of the first on 

the Atlantic seaboard to be given this ti-

tle.  He then went on to work at Electric 

Boat in Groton, Connecticut.  He has 

served as the Connecticut State Commander for the Subma-

rine Veterans of WWII and generously gives his time to 

surrounding schools by sharing his memories of WWII.  

Nowadays, he is a different kind of 

 “warrior.” 

     In addition to our guest speaker, these students also had 

the opportunity of taking a field trip to the Submarine Force 

Library and Museum at the Naval Submarine Base in 

Groton/New London, Connecticut to examine historic arti-

facts, photographs, countless displays, and the opportunity 

to board the USS Nautilus, the first nuclear powered sub-

marine.  Following the trip to the museum, the students 

took for a short trip down the road to the National WWII 

Submarine Memorial – East which was created in 1974.  

They had the opportunity to view the conning tower of the 

USS Flasher, 52 granite stones in dedication to the 52 sub-

marines lost during WWII, and the Wall of Honor dedi-

cated to those submariners who lost their lives in WWII.  

With these sacrifices, WWII truly came alive for these high 

school students.  

 

Submitted by Mark D. LoPresto 

Social Studies Department 

     He’s known by submarine veterans 

as “The Willing Warrior” and at 91, J. 

Deen Brown, of Oakdale, Connecticut 

answered the call once again, as he did 

in 1941, and took time out of his day to 

speak with a couple of U.S. History in 

the 20th Century classes at East Lyme 

High School as part of their curriculum 

examinations of WWII.  The nickname 

suited him perfectly after addressing 

both classes for over an hour and without a lapse in 

memory of events that happened well over 70 years ago.     

     These events started with Brown joining the U.S. 

Navy in 1941 while hostilities were brewing in Europe 

and completing basic training in San Diego, California 

where he also completed Radioman Training School.  

He became very interested in submarines and was even 

encouraged to follow his admiration of them.  He even-

tually became a senior Radioman and was transported to 

Pearl Harbor shortly after the surprise attack by Japan 

on the Island of Oahu where he was to join the crew on 

board the USS Nevada.  After finding his ship de-

stroyed, he decided to venture to the sub base radio sta-

tion on the island where he would help in handling radio 

traffic and repairing submarines.  It was here that he 

would finally become a crew member of the USS Trout 

in which he told a proud story of securing gold and sil-

ver from the government of the Philippines, so as not to 

be stolen by the Japanese empire during its conquest of 

the Pacific.   

     Brown completed eight war patrols on board the USS 

Trout and one war patrol on board the USS Gar during 

WWII.  One of his first patrols on board the USS Trout 

was connected with the U.S. planned attack on Tokyo 

known as the “Doolittle Raid”, which was retaliation for 

the attack on Pearl Harbor.  The USS trout was posi-

tioned outside of Tokyo and Kobe Harbors to provide 

information on weather and Japanese naval activity that 

would aid in the attack on Tokyo by B-25 bombers fly-

ing in from the USS Hornet about 200 miles out.  Other 

notable patrols included the Battle of Midway, the Solo-

mon Islands, and the Peleliu/Palau Battles in the Pacific. 

     Brown explained to students that life on board a sub-

marine was not easy compared to the advancement in 

submarine technology today.  He spoke of being out to 

sea for weeks with tight schedules and tight living quar-

ters.  Card games, record players and movies were the 

popular forms of entertainment and “hotbunking” was 

how they slept.  Crew members slept in shifts to ensure 

that the limited bunks would be nice and warm when 

WWII Comes Alive to  

20th Century Students  

At East Lyme High School 
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