
Left to Right: Elaine Whitney (Vice President of Professional Devel-
opment/CABE), Dr. Timothy Hagen (ELPS BOE Chairman), Jill 
Carini (ELPS Board Member) Dianna R. Wentzell (Commissioner of 
Education), Jamie Barr Shelburn (ELPS Board Member), Al Little-
field (ELPS BOE Secretary), and Jeffrey Newton (ELPS Superinten-
dent of Schools) 

At the annual Connecticut Association of Boards of 

Education (CABE) conference, the East Lyme Board 

of Education was awarded the CABE Level One 

Leadership Award in recognition of their ability to 

work collaboratively with their school district and 

their achievement of meeting a minimum of 22 (out of 

34) criteria in the areas of leadership, student achieve-

ment, professional development, policy, and commu-

nity relations. 

 

View 2016-2017 School Calendar 
 

(Board of Education Approved on January 11, 2016) 

Please note that child care is available for elementary and 

middle school students on a parent paid basis on the 

following half-days and non-student days. 

Half Days  

November 9, 2016 

April 3, 2017 

April 4, 2017 

 

Non-Student Days 

September 6, 2016 

October 7, 2016  

November 8, 2016 

February 21, 2017 

March 10, 2017 

April 10-13, 2017 

May 26, 2017 

Arrangements for child care on these days can be 

made through your school office. 
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It was one of the happiest moments of my life.  I was 

called up to the front of morning meeting by my teacher,  

Mrs. DeGrooth, to share my postcard.  We sent out travel 

logs in the beginning of the school year.  This is a project 

that helps us learn about other states and countries.  We 

sent the log to someone we knew and then they passed it 

on to six other people.  They are supposed to fill out the 

log and send back a postcard.  Ms. DeGrooth handed me a 

large tan envelope.  I looked at the return address and it 

said, THE WHITE HOUSE!  I couldn’t believe my eyes.   

I tore it open and do you know what was inside?  A letter 

from the President of the United States, Barak Obama.  He 

Sam Monette and 4th Grade Class  

Lillie B. Haynes School  

sent us two pictures of his dogs, a picture of his family, 

information about the White House, and an interview that 

told us more about him.  My favorite question was what 

sports do you play?   Basketball, in case you were wonder-

ing.  That’s one of my favorite sports as well.  As I read 

the letter to the class, people were smiling and I could tell 

they were impressed.  

I will never forget the last paragraph of his letter to me and 

my class.  

“I hope you will study hard in school, contribute in class, 

and volunteer in your community so that you will be pre-

pared to help our Nation to a better tomorrow.  Please 

know I expect great things from you, and I wish you all 

the best.” 

The President believes that my classmates and I can make 

the nation a better place by working hard and volunteer-

ing.  I know we will try! 

I was so proud that I received a letter from the President of 

the United States. 

Submitted by Sam Monette and peer-edited by his 4th 

grade class and teacher, Mrs. DeGrooth. 

 

Lillie B. Haynes Student 

Receives Letter from  

 President Barak Obama 

 Three  years  ago, 

code.org was launched 

with a simple video star-

ring entrepreneurs like 

Bill Gates and Mark 

Zuckerberg to inspire stu-

dents to learn more about 

program coding.  Since then hundreds of thousands of 

teachers, 100 cities and districts, 18 states, and seven na-

tions embrace computer science in grades K-12. 

 

 As most states and school districts review the topic of 

introducing computer science into the curriculum, East 

Lyme Public Schools is actively exposing our students to 

the concepts of coding by participating in the Hour of 

Code project, a global movement reaching tens of millions 

of students in over 180 countries.  At East Lyme Middle 

School, all 865 middle school students participated by 

solving Star Wars or Minecraft themed puzzles using “if 

then” logic, “loops”, and other fundamental concepts of 

coding.  Some of our more experienced student coders 

programmed directly in JavaScript language.   

 
Our three elementary schools incorporate “The Hour of 

Code” by introducing students to coding during their 

weekly computer lesson.  The students have embraced the 

lessons and continue to show interest in  this new and fun 

tool.  The goal is to continue building interest and in-

trigue.    At East Lyme High School,  Library/Media Spe-

cialist Kathleen Sasso is presently working on a blog post 

relating to their experience with the Hour of Code.   There 

are pictures and updates from multiple classes that partici-

p a t e d  i n  t h i s  f u n  e x e r c i s e .  h t t p : / /

whathappeningelhs.blogspot.com/.  Ms. Sasso also has an 

active, award winning, “MakerSpace” Club where she 

teaches students and staff  how to use Minecraft.  View 

her website at http://eastlymehs.libguides.com/home 

 

Submitted by Patricia Lannon 

Director of Information Technology 
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The  East Lyme Elementary Schools Design Commit-

tee and the Board of Education are continuing to focus 

their efforts on the proposed plan to build a new Flan-

ders school and renovate as new Niantic Center 

School, and are  working collaboratively with the 

Town to identify the most affordable plan that can 

meet both the educational and building needs of our 

students and staff and the interests of our taxpayers.   

It remains our goal to bring our school projects to a 

successful referendum and it is imperative that we 

strategically and collaboratively work on this venture 

between the district and the town to ensure success. 

On October 7, 2015, the Connecticut State Department 

of Education adopted the SAT as the statewide assess-

ment in lieu of the Smarter Balanced Assessment for all 

Grade 11 public school students.  This assessment was 

endorsed by Governor Malloy and has been approved by 

the U.S. Department of Education. 

The administration of the SAT will help reduce the test-

ing burden and potentially expand opportunities for stu-

dents to use the state assessment results for college ad-

mission purposes.  Additionally, the SAT will reduce 

testing time required for Grade 11 students.   

 

The SAT will be administered on  

March 2 and the make-up date will be April 27.   

 

NEXT STEPS  FOR THE PROPOSED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROJECT 

Next Steps: 

 Continued joint work will occur between the dis-

trict, town and the design steering committee to col-

laboratively identify project costs that can meet ap-

propriate needs for our elementary schools. 

 Our Board of Education will continue discussions at 

their regularly scheduled meetings as new informa-

tion comes forth. 

 We will continue to adhere to an aggressive timeline 

that allows us to file our projects with the state by 

June 30, 2016 and hold a referendum either this 

spring, as initially proposed, or by the fall of 2016.  

Additional details: 

 The SAT will be administered during the school 

day to all Grade 11 students in all public schools 

in Connecticut.  One make up day is provided. 

Per federal law, SAT participation rates will con-

tinue to be a component of Connecticut’s ac-

countability system. 

 Three parts of SAT:  Reading, Writing and Lan-

guage, and Mathematics. 

 Total testing time: three hours. 

 The essay portion of the SAT will not be admin-

istered as part of the Connecticut school-day 

SAT state assessment. 

ELPS Link for SAT Testing Schedule and Information  

Elementary Schools Design Committee Website 

Page 3 

http://www.eastlymeschools.org/page.cfm?p=3875
http://www.eastlymeschools.org/page.cfm?p=3654


             Calendar of Events 
 

Date          Time    Location & Event 

February 3  6:30 p.m. ELHS: 8th Grade Parent Night 

February 5  7:00 p.m. ELMS:  ANNIE Play 

February 5  6:00 p.m. NCS: Family Fun Night School Dance 

February 5  7:00 p.m. ELHS: Choral Exchange Program 

February 6  7:00 p.m. ELMS: ANNIE Play 

February 7  2:00 p.m. ELMS: ANNIE Play 

February 9  8:45-2:45 ELMS: Parent Visitation Day 

February 10  8:45-2:45 ELMS: Parent Visitation Day 

February 15-16  8:45-2:45 No School  

February 23  6:00  ELMS: Grade 4 Parent Info Night 

February 25  2:00 & 6:00 LBH: Grade 2 Literacy Plays 

February 26  4:30-7:00 ELMS: Maddie’s Mad Food Fest 

     Chefs Unite to Battle Cancer  

 

East Lyme Public Schools 

2016-2017  

Budget Procedure 

Visit our website for budget presentations,  

questions, and answers. 

 

 2/08/16   Budget Deliberation 7:00 

 

 2/22/16   Budget Deliberation 7:00 

 2/29/16   Budget Deliberation 7:00 

 March     Date TBD:  Board of Finance 

 April        Date TBD:  Public Hearing 

 May         Date TBD:  Town Hearing 

 May         Date TBD:  Town Referendum 

 

East Lyme Middle School’s Lego Mindstorm Robotics Club 

is an afterschool club facilitated by Linda Nastri (Grade 6 

Science Teacher and Jennifer Berchielli (Computer Consult-

ant) where students learn to build and program robots to per-

form tasks.  Students can build their robots from design 

plans or they can create their own design.  Together, the 

team works to use the Lego block based programming lan-

guage to solve tasks such as making their robot move three 

meters, move in a figure eight, play a recognizable tune, 

pick up an object, and more. The clubs “finale” is a competi-

tion where qualifying robots participate in a battle arena us-

ing Bluetooth technology to control their robots. The club is 

also working toward participating in an official Lego League 

Challenge next school year.  
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