Dear Students and Parents,

This sheet will give you information on trumpet sign in/out procedure, instrument care, and tips for playing the trumpet at home. Please read the information, and if you have any questions please feel free to email me at katie.breen@eastlymeschools.org. 

Trumpet Sign In/Out Procedure

The trumpet will be signed in and out the day instrumental class meets. 

Mr. Evans
Tuesday
Mrs. Landry
Tuesday
Ms. Smith
Wednesday
Mrs. Acosta
Thursday
The students who have turned in permission slips will check their names off and take the trumpet home at the end of the day.  Once the student’s name has been checked off and the student leaves the building the parent is responsible for the instrument.  The trumpet will be signed in when s/he enters the building (first thing in the morning).  The instrument is not allowed to be taken out of the case anywhere (on the bus, in the car, etc.) except at home.  Please do not leave the instrument on the bus or in the car.  If the student forgets his/her instrument on the day of class, s/he will not be able to participate for that day. 
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Instrument Care


The case should be flat on the floor when opening it so the latches lift up. This will prevent the instrument from being damaged.  The mouthpiece is placed in the lead pipe with a twist.  Never pop your hand over the mouthpiece.  It may get stuck and will need to be removed with a special tool.  Do not remove it with any tools yourself. The valves should move smoothly.  In order for them to function efficiently they should be oiled. The oil cleans, lubricates, and fills air space.  We will be oiling the trumpet in class, at first, but this needs to be done once a week at home.  Oil the first valve by unscrewing the top cap and lift the valve half way out of the valve casing.  Put 2 drops of valve oil on the valve surface.  Spread the oil around by rotating the valve up and down and around in the valve casing.  Let the valve fall into the casing all the way down.  Turn the valve until you hear a click.  This indicates the valve is aligned properly.  If you don’t hear a click the valve is not aligned and the instrument will not play.  After you hear a click, screw on the top cap.  Repeat this for the second and the third valves.  Each valve is numbered and must be placed in the proper valve casing in order for the trumpet to play.  The valves are numbered.  Any other maintenance such as greasing slides will be taken care of in class.  Water keys should be emptied at the end of each playing session.  If you are unsure of anything please email me and I will get right back to you.(
[image: image2.jpg]



Tips for Playing the Trumpet at Home


The student should find a straight chair to practice in.  Posture is important in producing a good sound.  The instrument should always be kept in the case when not being played.  Siblings, friends, etc. are not allowed to play the instrument.  This is for health reasons.  Also, the students have been taught how to handle this expensive instrument and we want to keep the instruments in good condition.  Find a safe place to consistently store the instrument when not in use.  The student should not chew gum, eat or drink when playing the trumpet.  Food particles will affect the instrument performance.  Students should only store their music folder, music journal, and trumpet book in the case.  In the case you will find a small tag that has the price of the trumpet as well as the serial number (S/N) and model number.  We have this information on record if anything happens to the instrument, but you may want to jot that information down too.  Practice every day.  This will build up the muscles in the lips and greater progress will be made.  There are many challenges in the beginning stages of playing an instrument and various sounds will be heard.  Be as supportive as possible.( Check out this interesting website on a trumpet factory tour – www.zacharymusic.com, click on cornet, and click on take a virtual tour of the factory.  Enjoy! 

