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Dear East Lyme Middle School Families, 

I hope you are enjoying your summer months, finding time for both fun and relaxation. Our staff is planning an exciting 

year and is eagerly awaiting the start of the new school year.  

In our ever changing world the endless depth of information available requires that teachers and students adapt 

continuously. Educational opportunities and careers are changing and evolving at a rapid pace. Our teachers are 

challenged with preparing students for jobs that may not yet exist. Future careers, continuous learning, and citizenship 

skills required of today’s students consist of: 

 Critical thinking and problem solving 

 Collaborate across networks and leading by influence 

 Agility and adaptability 

 Initiative and entrepreneurship 

 Accessing and analyzing information 

 Effective oral and written communication 

 Curiosity and imagination (Wagner, 2008, 2012) 

 

To perpetuate our goal to better prepare our students for this ever changing world, the ELMS faculty has embraced  

Wagner’s philosophy to encourage teachers to “develop classroom cultures of innovation based on collaboration, 

interdisciplinary problem solving, and intrinsic motivation” (Creating Innovators, 2012) that strengthens our academic 

core while nurturing the creativity of all students. 

Preparations for an excellent school year have kept ELMS very busy this summer.  Providing outstanding teachers who 

are enthusiastically prepared to provide your children with a challenging and motivating classroom experience has taken 

top priority. ELMS has some changes to the faculty due to retirements and several teachers taking on new careers or 

securing employment closer to their home and families. ELMS is pleased to announce the following new teachers and 

who they have replaced: 

 Mr. Anderson for Ms. Higgins, Math 

 Ms. Bohannon for Mrs. Semnoski, Special Education 

 Ms. Callaghan for Mr. Nigrelli, Special Education 

 Mr. Dewell for Ms. Mavrogeanes, Science 

 Ms. DePaola for Mrs. Anderson, Special Education 

 Ms. Dombrowski for Mrs. Brisbois, Science 

 Ms. Guercio for Ms. Cafferty, Math 

 Ms. McFadden for Mrs. Moran, Math 

 

Please join me in welcoming these excited teachers to the ELMS community. 
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School hours are 8:30am – 2:45pm. If you will be driving your child to and/or from school, please support us by dropping 

off and picking up your child in the drop off/pick up traffic loop, pulling as far forward as possible towards the cafeteria. 

Two speed bumps have been installed to assist in slowing down the traffic. Please make certain you do your part in 

keeping our children and staff safe. It is important that students are not dropped off or picked up in the parking lot, as this 

congests the parking lot and is a safety concern for students who would have to cross traffic. Please check the East Lyme 

School District website for the 2014-15 bus schedules. If your child will be absent, be sure to notify the school by calling 

860.739.4491 before 8:30am. 

The ELMS website (www.eastlymeschools.org) provides valuable information about what is happening at the school and 

in your child’s kiva. The website includes the school calendar and is frequently updated to notify you of upcoming events 

and activities as well as announcements and resources.  

Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBIS) is in the sixth year of implementation at ELMS and the theme of respect 

will continue to be our focus. Having a positive, safe school climate is critical for student success, and we welcome 

families and community members to join us in this mission. Many programs and procedures have been implemented to 

facilitate acceptance and kindness for all. Remember to check out our weekly Friday newsletter to learn about new 

initiatives and events. 

Together we make East Lyme Middle School a great place for students to learn and grow. Do not hesitate to call if you 

have any questions. Enjoy the remainder of your summer. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Judy A. DeLeeuw, Ed.D. 

Principal 

 

Copy:  ELMS Faculty and Staff 

 

 

 

http://www.eastlymeschools.org/

