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Summer 2013  
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 

Summer time should be a relaxing time…a time for many outdoor activities.   Whenever we need a break from 
the humidity, however, we find there is nothing quite as enticing as a shady spot and a good book.  We encourage 
students to read by themselves, with a friend, or a parent/guardian. Reading and sharing with friends or family is always 
fun.  We provide some suggested reading lists with choices for every taste and interest. Please browse the many titles 
from these excellent authors. 
 

Town librarians, as a result of conversations with the school librarians, will make sure most titles will be 
available during the summer.  However, parents should realize that these lists are just a starting point and act as 
a guideline for book choices.  We also will provide the reading lists to area bookstores.  Selections used in your child’s 
reading/language arts classes are not included on the list. 
 

In June we will provide all students with a bookmark PROJECT READING  
TO NEW HEIGHTS or REKINDLE YOUR FIRE FOR READING in their library class.  The bookmark will inform students 
how to access electronically the lists of books suggested for summer reading.   
 

Please join the East Lyme and Salem educators and librarians in promoting a safe and relaxing summer, filled 
with wonderful books! 
 
Sincerely, 
  



 
 
 

East Lyme Public Schools and Salem School District 
 

PROJECT READING TO NEW HEIGHTS 

SUMMER 2013 
 

 
 

CHARLOTTE LEIGH, ARTIST 

ENTERING GRADES 1 – 4 

 
  



 
2013 Suggested Summer Reading List 

Grades 1 and 2 
 

Children are encouraged to read anything at their reading level.  The lists are only suggestions and examples.   
Because many of these books may be checked out to other readers, simply place a hold or choose another book.  
Students entering grades 1 and 2 are asked to read at least two books that they will report on during the first Library 
time in the fall.  Students should turn in the list of books read this summer to their teacher by Friday, September 13, 
2013. 

 
Non-Fiction/Information Books Favorite Picture Book Authors 
 Try some books by these great authors. 
Choose non-fiction books on subjects that interest you.  
Through the world of books you can travel to new places, 
follow your favorite teams, or learn a new sport or craft. 
You can be a scientist and investigate the world of 
animals and science.  Your choices are limited only by 
your imagination.  

 
Arnold, Tedd Numeroff, Laura 
Brett, Jan Palatini, Margie 
Brown, Marc Polacco, Patricia 
Carle, Eric Rylant, Cynthia 
Child, Lauren Seuss, Dr. 
Cronin, Doreen Scieszka, Jon 
DePaola, Tomie Shannon, David 
Ehlert, Lois Teague, Mark 
Henkes, Kevin Wells, Rosemary 
Kirk, David Wiesner, David 
Lee, Suzy Willems, Mo 
McMullen, Kate Yolen, Jane 
McPhail, David  

 
Listed only is a starter list of some great non-fiction 
books by some great authors. 

 

Author Title 
Aldrin, Buzz. Reaching For The Moon. 

Arnosky, Jim All About Frogs. 

Bishop, Nic Any title. 

Bredeson, 
Carmen.

Zoom in on Animals (series) 

Butterworth, 
Christine 

How Did That Get in My Lunchbox? 

Davies, 
Jacqueline 

The Boy Who Drew Birds: A Story of  
   John James Audubon 

George, Jean 
Craighead. 

The Wolves Are Back. 

Gibbons, Gail Coral Reefs;  
Dinosaurs; 
Alligators and Crocodiles. 

Hall, Pamela Five Steps to Drawing 

Jenkins, Steve Move 
Sisters & Brothers 
What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? 

Markle, Sandra Sneaky, Spinning Baby Spiders 
Tough Toothy Baby Sharks 
Biggest! Littlest! (series) 

Rosenberg, Pam Bug Jokes 

Serafini, Frank. Looking Closely (series)…Along the 
Shore…Through the Forest. 

 

Beginning Readers’ Series 
*Easier Titles 
 
Author Series 
Adler, David A. Young Cam Jansen 

Bones 
Arnold, Tedd Fly Guy 
Capucilli, Alyssa *Biscuit 
Cazet, Denys Minnie and Moo 
Danziger, Paula A is for Amber 
Howe, James Pinky and Rex 
Manushkin, Fran Katie Woo! 

Parish, Herman or 
Peggy 

Amelia Bedelia 
 

Rylant, Cynthia *Puppy Mudge 
Henry and Mudge 
Mr. Putter and Tabby 
Poppleton 
*Brownie and Pearl 

Tullet, Harve Press Here 

Willems, Mo *Elephant and Piggie 
*Cat the Cat 

Yee, Wong H. Mouse and Mole 
Sis, Peter. Play, Mozart, Play. 

 
  

   



Poetry 
Tuck in a poem or two.  Try some poetry by the following 
poets or choose any other poetry collection.  

 
 
 
 

 
Folktales, Fairy Tales, and Fables 
Read these with your family or friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Easy Chapter Book Series 
Author Series 
Adler, David. Cam Jansen. 
Benton, Jim. Franny K. Stein 
Blume, Judy Pain and the Great One 
Breyer, Stablemates Series 
Christopher, Matt Peach Street Mudders 
Coville, Bruce Moongobble and Me 
Dadey, Debbie Bailey School Kids 
DiCamillo, Kate Mercy Watson 
Friedman, Laurie Mallory vs. Max 
Gutman, Dan The Weird School 
Hicks, Betty Gym Shorts 
Howe, James Bunnicula and Friends 
James, Brian Pirate School 
McDonald, Megan Judy Moody; Stink 
Meadows, Daisy Rainbow Magic 
Park, Barbara Junie B. Jones 
Roy, Ron A to Z Mysteries 
Scieszka, Jon. Time Warp Trio 
Stilton, Geronimo Geronimo Stilton 

Family Read Alouds 
Share these books with your family and friends. 

*Check out Moon Bot App, 
 

Goldlilocks Method 
For determining if a book is “Just Right” 

 
Do you remember Goldlilocks quest to find the 
porridge, chair and bed that were “just right”? 
Selecting a book can sometimes feel the same way.  
When you are selecting a book to read you can try 
asking yourself these questions to help you find a  
book that is “just right” for you. 

 

Too Easy Books 
• Have you read this book many times before? 
• Do you know and understand almost every word? 
• Can you read it smoothly and fluently without much 

practice or effort? 
 

Just Right Books 
• Is this book new to you? 
• Are there a few words per page that you don’t  

recognize or know the meaning of instantly> 
• Can someone help you if you reach a tough spot? 

 

Too Hard Books 
• Are there more than a few words on a page that 

you don’t recognize or know the meaning? 
• When you read are you struggling and does it   

sounds choppy? 
• Is every busy and unable to help you if you hit a 

tough spot?

Author Title 
Aylesworth, Jim Goldlilocks and the Three Bears 
Galdone, Paul Little Red Hen 

Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Princess and the Pea 

Kellogg, Steven Johnny Appleseed and Paul 
Bunyan 

McDermott, 
Gerald 

Raven: A Trickster Tale From   
    the Pacific Northwest 

Pinkney, Jerry Lion and the Mouse 
Ugly Duckling 

Steptoe, John Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters

Wiesner, David. The Three Pigs 
Young, Ed Lon Po Po: A Red Riding Hood  

    Story From China 

Fromental, Jean-Luc Janeczko, Paul 
George, Kristine Prelutsky, Jack 
Gottfried, Maya Silverstein, Shel 

Author Title 
Atwater, Richard Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
Bingham, Kelly Z is for Moose 
Cecil, Randy Horses Fly and Honey Bee 
Cleary, Beverly Ramona (series) 
DiCamillo, Kate Mercy Watson (series) 
Gannett, Ruth Stiles My Father’s Dragon 

(series of 3 books) 
Hurwitz, Johanna Russell and Elisa  

(Riverside Kids series) 
Joyce, William Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. 

Morris Lessmore* 
Litwin, Eric Pete The Cat 
Lowry, Lois Sam (series) 
White, E. B. Any title 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Favorite Fiction Authors 
Try some books by these great authors. 

 
Avi Levine, Gail Carson 
Abbott, Tony Lewis, C.S. 
Byars, Betsy McDonald, Megan 
Christopher, Matt Nimmo, Jenny 
Cleary, Beverly Osborne, Mary Pope 
Clements, Andrew Park, Barbara 
Dahl, Roald Paulsen, Gary 
Danziger, Paula Pennypacker, Sara 
DeFelice, Cynthia Riordan, Rick 
DiCamillo, Kate Rodda, Emily 
DiTerlizzi, Tony Scieszka, Jon 
Gutman, Dan Snicket, Lemony 
Howe, James Van Draanen, Wendelin 
Hurwitz, Johanna Vernon, Ursula 
Kinney, Jeff Wallace, Rich 
Kline, Suzy White, E.B. 
Korman, Gordon Yep, Laurence. 

 
Family Read Alouds 
Share these books with your family and friends. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Folktales, Fairy Tales, and Fables 
Read these with your family or friends. 

 
 
Folktales, Fairy Tales, and Fables 
Read these with your family or friends. 

 
2014 Nutmeg Book Award 
Intermediate Nominees  
For more information on Connecticut’s state book award  
go to: http://www.nutmegaward.org/ 

 
Author Title 

Draper, Sharon M. Out of My Mind 
Garretson, Dee Wildfire Run 
Giff,  Patricia Reilly Wild Girl 
Hahn, Mary Downing Closed for the Season 
Holt, K.A. Mike Stellar, Nerves of Steel 
Hyde, Natalie Saving Armpit 
Lai, Thanhha Inside Out and Back Again 
Mass, Wendy The Candymakers 

Wan-Long Shang, 
Wendy 

The Great Wall of Lucy Wu 

Wolitzer, Meg The Fingertips of Duncan 
Dorfman 

 

Clements, Andrew Frindle 

DiCamillo, Kate. 
 

The Miraculous Journey of  
        Edward Tulane 
The Tale of Despereaux 

Koningsburg, E.L. 
 

From the Mixed Up Files of 
        Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 

Law, Ingrid. Savvy 
Lewis, C.S. Narnia series 

Martin, Ann M. A Dog’s Life: The  
        Autobiography of a Stray 
Everything for a Dog 

Sachar, Louis Holes 
Selden, George Cricket in Times Square 

Author Title 
Brett, Jan Beauty and the Beast 
Bunting, Eve Finn McCool and the Great  

   Fish 
DePaola, Tomie Strega Nona 
Fleischman, Paul. Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal:   

   A Worldwide Cinderella 
Goble, Paul. The Girl Who Loved Wild  

   Horses 
Kellogg, Steven Paul Bunyan 

Pecos Bill 
Mike Fink 

Pinkney, Jerry. Aesop’s Fables.
Singer, Marilyn Mirror, Mirror: A Book of   

   Reversible Verse 
Zelinsky, Paul O. Rapunzel 

Rumpelstiltskin

2013 Suggested Summer Reading List 
Grades 3 and 4 

 
Children are encouraged to read anything at their reading level.  The lists are only suggestions and examples.   
Because many of these books may be checked out to other readers, simply place a hold or choose another book.  
Students entering grades 3 and 4 are asked to read at least four books that they will report on during the first 
Library time in the fall.  Students should turn in the list of books read this summer to their teacher by Friday, 
September 13, 2013. 



 Non-Fiction/Information Books 
Biographies Choose non-fiction books on subjects that interest 

you.  Through the world of books you can travel to 
new places, follow your favorite teams, or learn a 
new sport or craft. You can be a scientist and 
investigate the world of animals and science.  Your 
choices are limited only by your imagination.   

You can meet famous people through 
books.  
 
Author Title 

Adler, David. Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest Man. 
Albers Wing,  
    Natasha 

An Eye for Color: The Story of 
    Josef Albers 

Byrd, Robert. Leonardo: Beautiful Dreamer. 

Cousteau, Berne. Manfish: A Story of Jacques  
    Cousteau 

Krull, Kathleen The Boy Who Invented TV: The  
    Story of Philo Farnsworth 

Gerstein, 
Mordecai. 

What Charlie Heard.  
    (Charles Ives) 

Harness, Cheryl. Abe Lincoln Goes to  
    Washington, 1837-1865. 

Grimes, Nikki. Barack Obama: Son of Promise, 
    Child of Hope 

Lasky, Kathryn The Librarian Who Measured  
    the Earth (Eratosthenes) 

Old, Wendie C. To Fly: The Story of the  
    Wright Brothers. 

Rappaport, Doreen Martin’s Big Words: The Life of 
    Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Robinson, Tom Derek Jeter: Captain On and  
    Off the Field 

Scieszka, Jon. Knucklehead (autobiography) 
Sis, Peter. Starry Messenger:  

   Galileo Galilei. 
Stanley, Diane. Mozart, the Wonder Child:  

    A Puppet Play in 3 Acts. 

 
Listed here is only a starter list of some great 
nonfiction books by some great authors. 
Author Title 

Arnosky, Jim Slither and Crawl: Eye to Eye with 
Reptiles 
Wild Tracks: A Guide to Nature’s 
Footprints 

Ballard, Robert D. Exploring the Titanic. 

Berger, Melvin. The Real Vikings: Craftsmen, 
Traders, and Fearsome Raiders. 

Bredeson, Carmen Zoom in on Animals series. 

Butterworth, 
Christine 

Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish  
    in the Sea 
How Did That Get in My  
    Lunchbox? 

Gerstein, Mordecai The Man Who Walked Between  
     the Towers 

Jenkins, Steve How to Clean a Hippotamus 
Living Color 
Prehistoric Actual Size 

Macaulay, David The Way We Work 

Markle, Sandra Outside and Inside (series) 
Animal Predators (series) 

McLimans, David. Gone Fishing. 

National Geographic Face to Face with … (series) 
 

St. George, Judith So You Want to be President? 
So You Want to be an Inventer? 
So You Want to be an Explorer? 

Tang, Greg Grapes of Math: Mind Stretching  
      Math Riddles 

Various Authors You Wouldn’t Want to be . . . . .  

 

Poetry 
Tuck in a poem or two. Try some poetry from the 
following poets, or choose any other poetry 
collection. 
 
 

 

Fleischman, Paul Kennedy, X.J. 

Florian, Douglas Prelutsky, Jack 

George, Kristine Silverstein, Shel 

Janeczko, Paul B. Thayer, Ernest Lawrence  
  
 
 

“There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world.  Love of books is the best of 
all.” 

 
Jaqueline Kennedy 



Summer 2013 
 
Name:               
 
Grade:              Teacher:        

 

Books I Read 
 
* Author Title 

 
  

 
  

 
  

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
*  Star any additional titles you want to recommend to be included in next year’s list and 
return it to your classroom teacher by September 13, 2013. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“If you want your children to be intelligent, read them fairy tales.  If you want them 
to be more intelligent, read them more fairy tales.” 

 
Albert Einstein 
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HANNAH SCHEYDER, ARTIST 

ENTERING GRADES 5 - 8 
 



 
 
 

Summer 2013 
 
Dear Middle School Student, 
 
Summer is a perfect time to enjoy a good book. Each year I read reviews and search 
for the most exciting and interesting book titles. The following list contains something 
for everyone. Whether you are interested in epic battles between good and evil, the 
inner turmoil of relationships, having a good laugh, or exploring the past, this summer 
reading list will meet your needs.  
 
We expect all of our students to read at least four books this summer, including two 
fiction and two non-fiction titles. It is important to keep a list of each title and 
author that you read. At the beginning of the school year we will be collecting your 
lists and awarding prizes to the kiva that reads the most books. Please watch our 
website for updates on the summer reading challenge award. Enjoy your summer and 
your reading! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Carla Woitovich 
Library Media Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
2013      Summer Reading List: Suggested Titles for a Fascinating Summer 
 
 

Fifth & Sixth Grade Titles 
 
 
Enticing Reads 
 
Angleberger, Tom  Origami Yoda   
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, 
worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really 
predict the future. Includes instructions for making Origami Yoda.  
 
Berry, Julie   Splurch Academy for Disruptive Boys Series  
This unique series, a perfect blend of comic books and gross-out horror stories, introduces a 
disruptive hero, Cody Mack, a frightfully sinister boarding school for disobedient children, Splurch 
Academy, and a vampiric headmaster, Farley. 
 
Carman, Patrick  Things That Go Bump in the Night 
Read, watch, and listen to each chilling story in 15 minutes or less! 10 terrifying tales that you'll 
experience in 3 parts: A frightful audio introduction, several spooky pages of text, and a creepy 
video conclusion you can watch online. All in 15 minutes or less! 
 
Collins, Tim   Notes from a Totally Lame Vampire   
Nigel Mullet, a 100-year-old vampire doomed to spend eternity in the body of a socially awkward 
fifteen-year-old boy, records his attempts to impress the love of his life, Chloe, while battling an 
embarrassingly overwhelming desire to sink his fangs into her.  
 
McElligott, Matthew  Benjamin Franklinstein Series 
Comical stories about history's greatest undead inventors! While working on a science fair project, a 
Philadelphia school boy discovers both a secret laboratory in his basement and Benjamin Franklin, 
who comes to life after receiving a jolt of electricity.  
 
Scieszka, Jon   Spaceheadz Series 
Michael moves to a new school and learns that some of his friends are really aliens. They have a 
mission to complete: to convince 3,400,001 kids to BE SPHDZ in order to save the world! 
 
Various   Can You Survive: Interactive Adventure Series 
Your survival depends on making the right choices in key moments. Which path to take? Readers 
use their wits and knowledge in these nonfiction adventures, learning about survival skills in various 
settings and making choices that will lead to either survival or doom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Realistic Fiction 
 
Lewis, Gill   Wild Wings 
This "vividly imagined and well-written novel" ("Booklist, " starred review) tells a gripping story 
about a boy from Scotland and a girl from West Africa who join together to save a migrating 
Osprey--and end up saving each other. Illustrations. 
 
McKay, Hilary  The Casson Family Series 
The delightful adventures of the irresistible Casson family! Each of the paint-color-named children, 
Rose, Indigo, Saffy, and Caddy, has a unique perspective on life, love, loss, and happiness--with all 
the sly wit, generosity, and tenderness they bring to each other and to readers. 
 
Urban, Linda   Hound Dog True 
Mattie, a shy fifth grader, wants to hide out at her new school by acting as apprentice to her Uncle 
Potluck, the custodian, but her plan falls apart when she summons the courage to speak about what 
matters most and finds a true friend.  
 
 
Fantasy 
 
 Kerr, P.B.   Children of the Lamp Series 
Twins Philippa and John discover they are descended from a long line of Djinn--and then their 
mysterious adventures begin!  
 
Rutkoski, Marie  The Kronos Chronicles Series 
Twelve-year-old Petra, accompanied by her magical tin spider, goes to Prague hoping to retrieve the 
enchanted eyes the Prince of Bohemia took from her father, and is aided in her quest by a Roma boy 
and his sister.  
 
Wilson, N.D.   The Dragon’s Tooth 
When their parents' seedy old motel burns down on the same night they are visited by a strange man 
covered in skeleton tattoos, Cyrus, Antigone, and their brother Daniel are introduced to an ancient 
secret society, and discover that they have an important role in keeping it alive.  

 
 
Historical Fiction 
 
Fitzmaurice, Kathryn A Diamond in the Desert 
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, thirteen-year-old Tetsu and his family are sent to the Gila River 
Relocation Center in Arizona where a fellow prisoner starts a baseball team, but then his sister gets 
dangerously sick, Tetsu is forced to choose between his family and his love of the game. 
 
Wright, Barbara  Crow 
Moses Thomas's summer vacation in 1898 does not go as planned, and while he deals with family 
problems and fickle friends, Moses comes to be more aware of the escalating tension between the 
African American and white communities of Wilmington, North Carolina.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Yelchin, Eugene  Breaking Stalin’s Nose 
In the Stalinist era of the Soviet Union, ten-year-old Sasha idolizes his father, a devoted Communist, 
but when police take his father away and leave Sasha homeless, he is forced to examine his own 
perceptions, values, and beliefs.  
 
 
Mystery 
 
O’Dell, Kathleen  The Aviary 
Twelve-year-old Clara Dooley has spent her whole life in the Glendoveer mansion, where her 
mother is a servant to the kind and elderly matron of the house. Clara sets out to solve a decades-old 
murder mystery-and in doing so, unlocks a secret in her own life, too. 
 
Bracegirdle, P.J.  The Joy of Spooking: Fiendish Deeds 
As eleven-year-old Joy Wells, a proud resident of the nearly-abandoned town of Spooking, tries to 
stop construction of a water park in a bog she believes is home to a monster--and the setting of her 
favorite horror story--a man with his own mysterious connection to Spooking will do anything to 
stop her.  
 
Multicultural 
 
Ellis, Deborah  No Ordinary Day 
There’s not much that upsets young Valli. Even though her days are spent picking up pieces of coal 
and fighting with her cousins, life in the coal town of Jharia, India, is the only life she knows. The 
only thing that fills her with terror is the sight of the monsters, the people with leprosy, who live on 
the other side of the tracks. 
 
Lin, Grace   Dumpling Days 
Pacy and her family go to Taiwan to celebrate Grandma's sixtieth birthday, and Pacy is excited when 
her parents sign her up for a Chinese painting class, but she cannot speak the language and struggles 
to make friends and understand the teacher's instructions.  
 
Bruchac, Joseph  The Warriors 
Jake has left the reservation for Weltimore Academy and entered a different world.  Everyone there 
loves lacrosse, but no one understands it the way Jake does, as an Iroquois.  And no one understands 
Jake either. 
 
 
Adventure 
 
Carman, Patrick  Floors 
Leo, the son of the maintenance man of the Whippet Hotel, opens a series of cryptic boxes which 
reveals hidden floors, strange puzzles, and unexpected alliances and lead him on an adventure to 
save the building and his future. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Cottrell-Boyce, Frank Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Flies Again  
The Tooting family fits an old engine they find into their camper van, unaware that the engine once 
belonged to an extraordinary car and sends the family on an adventure across the world to rebuild 
the original Chitty. 
 
Deedy, Carmen  The Cheshire Cheese Cat 
A community of mice and a cheese-loving cat form an unlikely alliance at London's Cheshire 
Cheese, an inn where Charles Dickens finds inspiration and Queen Victoria makes an unexpected 
appearance.  
 
Harkrader, Lisa  The Adventures of Beanboy 
Wheaton, Kansas, seventh-grader Tucker MacBean loves comic books, so when his favorite comic 
has a contest to create a sidekick, he is hopeful that he can win, thereby fixing his struggling family.  
 
Meloy, Colin   Wildwood 
Prue's life shifts from ordinary to extraordinary when her baby brother is kidnapped by a murder of 
crows and she must embark into the Impassable Wilderness, a dense forest in the center of Portland, 
Oregon, with her friend Curtis in tow, where the pair will encounter warring creatures, peaceful 
mystics, and other dark-minded, powerful figures.  
 
Nielsen, Jennfier  The False Prince 
In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be 
selected to impersonate the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war.  
 
 
Humor 
 
Daneshvari, Gitty  School of Fear Series 
Twelve-year-olds Madeleine, Theo, and Lulu, and thirteen-year-old Garrison, are sent to a remote 
Massachusetts school to overcome their phobias, but tragedy strikes and the quartet must work 
together--with no adult assistance--to face their fears. 
 
Jonell, Lynne   Emmy and the Rat Series 
When Emmy discovers that she and her formerly loving parents are being drugged by their evil 
nanny with rodent potions that can change people in frightening ways, she and some new friends 
must try everything possible to return things to normal. 

 
Science Fiction 

 
Carroll, Michael  Quantum Prophecy Series 
Ten years after the disappearance of superhumans--both heroes and villains--thirteen-year-olds 
Danny and Colin begin to develop super powers, making them the object of much unwanted 
attention.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Graphic Novels 
 
Amulet Books  The Mystery Boxes 
Seven clever stories answer one simple question: what's in the box? Funny, fantastic, spooky, and 
suspenseful, each of these unique and beautifully illustrated short graphic works revolves around a 
central theme: a mysterious box and the marvels-or mayhem-inside. 
 
Chantler, Scott  Three Thieves Series 
An acrobat in a traveling circus, 14-year-old orphan Dessa Redd is in search of her long-lost twin 
brother. Hungry and desperate, she and Fisk, the circus strongman, are recruited by Topper to rob 
the royal treasury -- setting the three thieves off on a series of fast-paced adventures. 
 
Santat, Dan   Sidekicks 
Scott Hutchinson, aka Bright Boy, the sidekick of Phantom Justice, begins to question how long he 
can remain in the shadow of the superhero after discovering that his nemesis, supervillain sidekick 
Monkeywrench, might be one of the most popular kids at his school.  
 
TenNapel, Doug  Bad Island 
Reese, forced to go on vacation with his family, finds himself shipwrecked with them on a strange 
island full of weird plants and animals, and pursued by an unknown entity on the hunt.  
 
 
Non-Fiction 
 
Science 
 
Jenkins, Martin  Can We Save the Tiger? 
Contains illustrations of rare animals, including tigers, ground iguanas, white-rumped vultures, and 
others, discusses the impact of human activities on the animals, and looks at how they can be saved.  
 
 
Jenkins, Steve  Bones 
Explores the details of human and animal bones, comparing the differences between the skeletal 
structure of various species, with several gatefolds that display the skeletons of many creatures. 
 
 
Markle, Sandra  The Case of the Vanishing Golden Frogs 
Panamanian golden frogs started to disappear in the mid-1990s. What's killing them? Follow a team 
of scientists working to save the frogs and protect frog populations worldwide in this real-life 
science mystery. 
 
Sloan, Christopher  Baby Mammoth Frozen in Time! 
Offers insight into the discovery of the frozen carcass of a baby mammoth in Siberia, featuring 
photographs and interviews with experts involved in the research, and discussing such topics as 
radiocarbon dating, characteristics of the prehistoric world, and the conditions that led to the 
preservation of this creature.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Werner, Sharon  Bugs by the Numbers 
Includes fold-out pages. Contains images of insects made from different numbers, and includes 
information about each bug. 
 
Social Studies 
 
Kostyal, K.M. 1862, Fredericksburg: A New Look at a Bitter Civil War Battle 
Examines the battle of Fredericksburg, considered General Robert E. Lee's most one-sided victory of 
the Civil War, and draws from a variety of sources, including a slave diary, to discuss what the war 
meant to non-combatants. Features reenactment photographs.  
 
Michelson, Richard  As Good as Anybody 
Describes the experiences that influenced Martin Luther King, Jr., and Abraham Joshua Heschels's 
civil rights activism and discusses the friendship between the two men.  
 
Ryan, Pam Munoz  The Flag We Love 
A patriotic poem celebrating the flag of the United States, accompanied by notes on roles the flag 
has played in American history and culture.  
 
Biography 
 
Manning, Mick  Charles Dickens: Scenes From an Extraordinary Life 
The life of Charles Dickens is described with key incidents that inspired the later novels, childhood, 
marriage, and family life. Published to celebrate the bi-centenary of Dickens' birth, this beautifully 
and entertainingly illustrated picture book vividly dramatizes his life. 
 
Petry, Ann Lane  Harriet Tubman 
Born a slave, Harriet Tubman dreamed of freedom. And through hard work and her willingness to 
risk everything-including her life-she was able to make that dream come true. With indisputable 
narrative skill, Ann Petry recreates the life of a woman of great strength, bravery, and unshakeable 
moral fiber. 
 
Weaver, Janice Harry Houdini: The Legend of the World’s Greatest Escape Artist 
An exploration of the life of Harry Houdini that discusses his childhood, career as an escape artist, 
death, and more and includes original artwork and archival artifacts, such as photographs, playbills, 
and letters.  
 
 
Arts & Recreation 
 
Buchholz, Rachel  How to Survive Anything 
In this hilariously informative take on surviving the trials of middle school and the jungles of South 
America, we combine our expertise on nature and adventure with the fun-and-learning approach of 
our Nat Geo style...and voila, the perfect advice to conquer any obstacle, whether it threatens life or 
social status or both. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Campbell, Guy  The Boys’ Book of Survival 
Now you, too, can survive anything, anywhere! Lost in the desert? Stuck in quicksand? Confronted 
by a man-eating tiger? Trapped at a school dance? Fear not, brave reader! With this essential 
survival guide, you’ll find a way to get yourself out of every imaginable predicament, whether it’s 
an avalanche or a zombie invasion! 
 
Wensel, Angela  13 Art Mysteries  
Provides an introduction to thirteen art mysteries, such as why Mona Lisa is smiling, to whom 
Vincent van Gogh gave his ear, and the identity of the street artist known as Bansky.  
 
 
Myths 
 
Fu, Shelley   Treasury of Chinese Folk Tales 
A collection of seven Chinese folktales representing creation, morality, and love; describing the 
origins of the stories and the Chinese traditions they reflect, and including story notes that examine 
their meanings.  
 
Williams, Marcia  Ancient Egypt: Tales of Gods & Pharaohs 
Provides insights into ancient Egyptian civilization through retellings of nine myths. Presented in 
comic strip style.  
 
 
Poetry 
 
Grady, Cynthia  I Lay My Stitches Down 
A collection of poems that depict people and events throughout the history of slavery in the United 
States.  
 
Greenfield, Eloise  The Great Migration 
Describes the journey of African Americans from their homes in the South to industrial cities in the 
North around the time of World War I, and includes paintings that depict the migration.  
 
Rosen, Michael  The Hound Dog’s Haiku  
An illustrated haiku collection that explores the charming characteristics of dogs and provides facts 
about numerous dog breeds. 
  
 
  



 
 
 
Student Recommendations 
 
Abrahams, Peter  Down the Rabbit Hole 
Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve a murder 
case in her home town of Echo Falls, CT.  
 
Balliett, Blue   The Danger Box 
In small-town Michigan, twelve-year-old Zoomy and his new friend Lorrol investigate the journal 
found inside a mysterious box and find family secrets and a more valuable treasure, while a 
dangerous stranger watches and waits.  
 
Beil, Michael   Red Blazer Girls 
Girl detectives, seventh-graders Sophie, Margaret, Rebecca, and Leigh Ann, help an elderly 
neighbor solve a puzzle her father left for her estranged daughter twenty years ago.  
 
Frederick, Heather  Mother Daughter Book Club 
the mothers of four very different middle school girls pressure them into forming a book club, and 
find, as they read classic novels, that they have more in common than they thought.  
 
Haddix, Margaret P.  Among the Hidden (The Shadow Children Series) 
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke 
has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" 
convinces him that the government is wrong.  
 
Henry, Marguerite  King of the Wind 
Traces the abuses and triumphs of the Arabian stallion who became a founding sire of the 
Thoroughbred breed, and of the mute Arabian boy who tended him as long as he lived.  
 
Hunter, Erin   The Warriors Series 
A fascinating feline fantasy--the struggle between ThunderClan, a group of feral cats, and the 
enemy, ShadowClan.  
 
Kinney, Jeff    Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
Greg Heffley finds himself thrust into middle school, where undersized weaklings share the 
hallways with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving. The hazards of growing up before 
you're ready are uniquely revealed through words and drawings as Greg records them in his diary.  
 
Lupica, Mike   Underdogs 
Small but fast twelve-year-old Will Tyler, an avid football player in the down-and-out town of 
Forbes, Pennsylvania, takes matters into his own hands to try and finance the city's football team, 
giving the whole community hope in the process.  
 
Montgomery, L.M.   Anne of Green Gables 
Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and 
sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone 
around her. 
 



 
 
 
Paterson, Katherine  Bridge to Terabithia 
Jesse's colorless rural world expands when he becomes fast friends with Leslie, the new girl in 
school. 
 
Rick Riordan   All Series 
Rick Riordan is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Percy Jackson and the Olympians 
series, the Kane Chronicles, and the Heroes of Olympus. 
 
Tanner, Lian   Museum of Thieves 
Goldie, an impulsive and bold twelve-year-old, escapes the oppressive city of Jewel, where children 
are required to wear guardchains for their protection, and finds refuge in the extraordinary Museum 
of Dunt, an ever-shifting world where she discovers a useful talent for thievery and mysterious 
secrets that threaten her city and everyone she loves. 
 
Van Draanen, Wendelin Sammy Keyes 
Exciting mysteries starring the feisty and funny, smart and spunky seventh-grade ace detective, 
Samantha Keyes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 2013     Summer Reading List: Suggested Titles for a Fascinating Summer 
 
 

Seventh & Eighth Grade Titles 
 
 
Realistic Fiction 
 
Asher, Jay   The Future of Us 
Emma gets her first computer and an America Online CD-ROM in 1996, and when her best friend 
Josh visits and they log on, they discover themselves on Facebook fifteen years in the future.  
 
Bass, Karen   Drummer Girl 
Sid is talented enough to play drums for her school's best rock band, The Fourth Down, but when the 
members of the all-male group require that she adopt a more feminine appearance, Sid must decide 
whether the band is worth compromising her identity.  
 
Kantor, Melissa  The Darlings Are Forever 
Best friends Jane, Victoria, and Natalya, who call themselves the Darlings, find their relationship 
tested when they start their freshman year at three very different high schools.  
 
 
 
Fantasy 
 
Childs, Tera   Forgive My Fins 
Seventeen-year-old Lily, half-mermaid and half-human, has been living on land and attending high 
school, where she develops a crush on a boy but is afraid to tell him of her true destiny as the ruler 
of the undersea kingdom of Thalassini. 
 
Chima, Cinda  The Demon King 
Relates the intertwining fates of former street gang leader Han Alister and headstrong Princess 
Raisa, as Han takes possession of an amulet that once belonged to an evil wizard and Raisa uncovers 
a conspiracy in the Grey Wolf Court.  
 
 
Historical Fiction 
 
Bradely, Kimberly  Jefferson’s Sons 
A fictionalized look at the last twenty years of Thomas Jefferson's life at Monticello through the 
eyes of three of his slaves, including two who were his sons by his slave, Sally Hemings. 
 
Dudley, David  Caleb’s Wars 
Fifteen-year-old Caleb's courageous commitment to justice grows as he faces a power struggle with 
his father, fights to keep both his temper and self-respect in dealing with whites, and puzzles over 
the German prisoners of war brought to his rural Georgia community during World War II.  
 



Morpurgo, Michael  An Elephant in the Garden 
Lizzie and Karl's mother, Mutti, working at a local zoo in Dresden, Germany, during World War II 
while their father is away fighting in France, brings home Marlene, a baby elephant that is slated to 
be destroyed as the Allied bombing grows closer, and when they are forced to flee, Mutti feels they 
must take Marlene with them, adding even more danger to their journey.  
 
Wolf, Allan The Watch That Ends the Night; Voices From the Titanic 
Arrogance and innocence, hubris and hope--twenty-four haunting voices of the Titanic tragedy, as 
well as the iceberg itself, are evoked in a stunning tour de force. 
 
Mystery 
 
Haines, Kathryn  The Girl is Murder 
Iris Anderson is only 15, but she's quickly mastering the art of deception in this YA novel for fans of 
Veronica Mars. It's the Fall of 1942 and Iris's world is rapidly changing. Her Pop is back from the 
war with a missing leg, limiting his ability to do the physically grueling part of his detective work. 
Iris is dying to help, especially when she discovers that one of Pop's cases involves a boy at her 
school. 
 
Multicultural  
 
Thompson, Holly  Orchards: A Novel 
Sent to Japan for the summer after an eighth-grade classmate's suicide, half-Japanese, half-Jewish 
Kana Goldberg tries to fit in with relatives she barely knows and reflects on the guilt she feels over 
the tragedy back home.  
 
Marsden, Carolyn  The White Zone 
The White Zone is a story of two cousins, Shiite Nouri and half Sunni Talib, and their lives in the 
aftermath of the Iraq war. Marsden gives a ten-year-old-eye view of sectarian strife and the life in 
and around Baghdad, including the famous Mutanabi Street, where Iraq's vibrant book culture was 
once centered. The snowfall at the end of the book is a real event. 
Bruchac, Joseph Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War  

Two 
After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay 
and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages 
during World War II in their native tongue. 
  

Action/Adventure 
 
Carroll, Michael Owens Super Human 
Four thousand years ago the world's first super human walked the earth. Possessing the strength of 
one hundred men, skin impervious to attack, and the ability to read minds, this immortal being used 
his power to conquer and enslave nations. Now plans are in motion that will transport this super 
human to the present, where he'll usher in a new age of tyranny unlike anything the world has ever 
seen. Determined to stand against them, using powers they've only just begun to master, is a ragtag 
group of young heroes. For them this first test may be their greatest . . . and last. 
 
Lake, Nick   Blood Ninja 
After his father is murdered and a ninja saves his life, Taro discovers the connection between ninjas 
and vampires and finds himself being dragged into a bitter conflict between the rival lords ruling 
Japan.  



 
Humor 
 
Sitomer, Alan   The Downside of Being Up 
All Bobby Connor wants is to survive middle school, but puberty is making that difficult for him as 
his body conspires against him.  
 
Science Fiction 
 
Ryan, Amy Kathleen  Glow 
Fifteen-year-old Waverly, part of the first generation of children born in deep space after her world 
was destroyed, questions her upcoming marriage to Kieran. After she is taken hostage by the leaders 
of a sister ship who want to rule the planet and separated from Kieran, she finds herself at the helm 
of a dangerous mission.  
 
Supernatural 
 
Slade, Arthur   The Hunchback Assignments 
In Victorian London, fourteen-year-old Modo, a shape-changing hunchback, becomes a secret agent 
for the Permanent Association, which strives to protect the world from the evil machinations of the 
Clockwork Guild.  
 
Yancey, Rick   Monstrumologist Series 
In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his apprenticeship with Dr. Warthrop, a scientist 
who hunts and studies real-life monsters, as they discover and attempt to destroy a pod of 
Anthropophagi.  

Dystopia 
 
Crockett, S.D.  After the Snow 
Fifteen-year-old Willo Blake, born after the 2059 snows created a new ice age, searches for his 
family, who mysteriously disappeared from their frozen mountain home, and encounters outlaws, 
halfmen, and an abandoned girl along the way. 
 
 
Lu, Marie   Legend 
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a 
famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have 
a common enemy.  
 
Rossi, Veronia  Under the Never Sky 
When Aria, a sheltered and fragile Dweller, is exiled from her home in Reverie, she must face The 
Death Shop, a land filled with cannibals and dangerous energy storms, and her only hope for staying 
alive depends on Outsider Perry, a savage hunter.  
 
Roth, Veronica  Divergent 
In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose among five predetermined factions 
to define her identity for the rest of her life, a decision made more difficult when she discovers that 
she is an anomaly who does not fit into any one group, and that the society she lives in is not perfect 
after all. *Also a student recommendation*   
 



Sports 
 
Volponi, Paul   The Final Four 
Four players at the Final Four of the NCAA basketball tournament struggle with the pressures of 
tournament play and the expectations of society at large.  
 
 
Graphic Novels 
 
Arni, Samhita  Sita’s Ramayana 
A graphic novel adaptation of the ancient Indian legend in which Rama, an incarnation of the god 
Vishnu, forces his wife Sita to undergo an ordeal by fire to prove she is pure after she is abducted by 
Ravanna.  
 
 
Jablonski, Carla  Resistance Series 
Although their father is in a German P.O.W. camp, Paul and Marie are barely touched by World 
War II in Vichy, France, in 1942. But, when their friend Henri's parents disappear, the children 
decide to hide their Jewish friend from the Nazis and soon find themselves involved in the French 
Resistance.  
 
Jones, Mark   The Dusk Society 
The newest recruits of The Dusk Society, a secret organization formed to keep ancient, magical 
weapons from falling into the wrong hands, must find a way to work together to stop Pierceblood, 
the leader of a host of terrifying monsters, from destroying the world.  
 
Lagos, Alexander  The Sons of Liberty 
Full-color historical fiction, an ambitious, thought-provoking, and visually stunning graphic novel, 
about two young freedmen with superpowers, Graham and Brody who have escaped the bonds of 
slavery, in Colonial America.  
 
 
Short Stories 
 
Nye, Naomi   There is no Long Distance Now 
In these forty life-altering, life-affirming, and extremely short short stories, the award-winning poet 
Naomi Shihab Nye proposes that no matter how great the divide between friends, siblings, life and 
death, classmates, enemies, happiness and misery, war and peace, breakfast and lunch, parent and 
child, country and city, there is, in fact, no long distance. Not anymore.  

 
 
Non-Fiction 
 
Science 
 
O’Connell, Caitlin  The Elephant Scientist 
Photographs and text recount Caitlin O'Connell's experiences observing African elephants in their 
natural habitat, describing the discoveries she made about elephant communication.  
 



Pringle, Laurence Billions of Years, Amazing Changes: The Story of Evolution 
A captivating view of evolution that brings together research from a variety of scientific disiplines to 
create a compelling argument that supports what is now called evolution by natural selection. 
 
Sihol, Sandrine  Extraordinary Endangered Animals 
From the puffin to the spectacled bear, the takin to the white giraffe, the tree kangaroo to the 
hammerhead shark, each of the seventy-two two-page spreads in this book covers a different species 
and its natural habitat in detail, as well as its relationship with mankind. 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
Anderson, Jodi  Americapedia: Taking the Dumb Out of Freedom 
Blends humor and facts in a look at events in America and the world, providing information about 
the electoral system in the U.S., the world economy, the role of religion in conflict, America's place 
in the world, and other topics, and including advice on how to get involved. 
 
Brimner, Larry   Black & White 
Provides an account of the confrontation between civil rights activist Reverend Fred L. 
Shuttlesworth, and Birmingham, Alabama, police chief Eugene "Bull" Connor, who was determined 
to keep the city's schools, parks, workplaces, and public facilities segregated. 
 
Gerszak, Rafal  Beyond Bullets: A Photo Journal of Afghanistan 
Shares journal entries and photographs that document everyday life in Afghanistan, taken by Rafal 
Gerszak while he was embedded with the American military in Afghanistan, and later when he 
returned to the country on his own.  
 
McPherson, Stephanie Iceberg, Right Ahead! The Tragedy of the Titanic 
Explores the lasting legacy of the "Titanic" tragedy, discussing how the sinking of the ship led to 
new regulations and the formation of an ice patrol that later became the U.S. Coast Guard, earned 
the "New York Times" a lasting reputation for news, caused a Senate inquiry, destroyed the lives of 
several survivors, and fascinated people around the world for a century.  
 
Nelson, Kadir Heart & Soul: The Story of America and African Americans 
Examines the history of the United States, focusing on events that influenced African-Americans 
and how they advanced liberty and justice in America.  
 
Walker, Sally   Blizzard of Glass: The Halifax Explosion of 1917 
Provides an account of the disaster that occurred on December 6, 1917, when two ships carrying 
munitions and relief supplies to Europe collided, causing an explosion that leveled the towns of 
Halifax and Dartmouth and resulted in the deaths of nearly two thousand people.  
 
Biography 
 
Behnke, Alison  Death of a Dreamer: The Assassination of John Lennon 
Describes the lives of Beatle John Lennon and David Chapman the man who shot him, the political 
and cultural settings in which both grew up, the motivations of the killer and the final moments of 
John Lennon's life.  
 
 



Bernstein, Richard  A Girl Named Faithful Plum 
Tells the true story of Zhongmei Lei, an eleven-year-old girl in 1977 who won one of twelve spots at 
the prestigious Beijing Dance Academy, and whose determination to remain in the school impressed 
teachers and students alike. 
 
Borden, Louise  His Name was Raoul Wallenberg 
An amazing and inspirational World War II story about how one man saved the lives of many. Raoul 
Wallenberg's name may not be a universally familiar one, but the impact he had is immeasurable. 
Wallenberg was a Swedish humanitarian who worked in Budapest during World War II to rescue 
Jews from the Holocaust. Wallenberg himself has not been heard from since 1945. 
 
Macy, Sue   Bylines: A Photobiography of Nellie Bly 
Bylines is the latest title from award-winning biographer Sue Macy. Nellie Bly was a pioneering 
American journalist who lived by the belief that "Energy rightly applied and directed will 
accomplish anything." This credo took her from humble origins in Cochran’s Mill, Pennsylvania, to 
the most exotic cities around the globe by the time she was 25. 
 
Shecter, Vicky Cleopatra Rules!: The Amazing Life of the Original Teen Queen 
Good. Evil. Dangerous. Glamorous.Will the real Cleopatra please stand up? Almost everything we 
know about the last queen of Egypt came from her enemies-the Romans. Now it's time to meet the 
"real" Cleopatra, a ruler more complex, brilliant, and powerful than we ever knew. 
 
Skloot, Rebecca  The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
Examines the experiences of the children and husband of Henrietta Lacks, who, twenty years after 
her death from cervical cancer in 1951, learned doctors and researchers took cells from her cervix 
without consent which were used to create the immortal cell line known as the HeLa cell.  
 
Warren, Andrea  Charles Dickens and the Street Children of London 
A biography of Charles Dickens, discussing how his father's debts forced him to go to work in a 
shoe polish factory, and looking at how his observations of the poor led him to write novels with an 
eye toward bringing attention to the plight of London's destitute children.  
 
 
Arts &Recreation 
 
MacKay, Donald  The Building of Manhattan 
Meticulously accurate line drawings and fascinating text trace Manhattan's growth from a tiny Dutch 
outpost to the commercial, financial, and cultural heart of the world. This book explains construction 
above and below ground, including excavating subway lines and building bridges and skyscrapers. 
Hundreds of illustrations reveal intricate details of construction techniques. 

 
Myths 
 
Lunge-Larsen, Lise  Gifts From the Gods 
Ancient names come to rich and fascinating life in this lavishly illustrated gift book for mythology 
fans and word lovers. Did you know that museums were initially temples built to worship the nine 
muses, the goddesses of the arts? The brief stories here not only impart the subtle wisdom of these 
ancient tales, but make us understand the words, and our own world, more deeply. 
 
 
 
 
 



Poetry 
 
Giovanni, Nikki  Acolytes 
A collection of poems by Nikki Giovanni that offer insight into the elements and forces that have 
shaped the author's life and work. Not softened, but more inspired by love, celebration, memories 
and even nostalgia. She aims her intimate and sparing words at family and friends, the deaths of 
heroes and friends, favorite meals and candy, nature, libraries, and theatre. 
 
Soto, Gary   A Fire in My Hands 
Few writers capture the everyday moments of life like Gary Soto. In direct and vivid poems, he 
draws from his own youth in California’s Central Valley to portray the joys and sorrows of young 
people. 
  



 
 
Student Recommendations 
 
Clare, Cassandra  Mortal Instruments 
Clary Fray, who has the ability to see demons, is almost killed by a monster, becomes involved with 
the Shadowhunters, learns terrifying truths about her family, and tries to find a cure for her mother's 
enchantment.  **Movie Out This Summer 
 
Clare, Cassandra  Infernal Devices 
Sixteen-year-old Tessa Gray travels to England in search of her brother only to be abducted by the 
Dark Sisters, residents of London's Downworld, home to the city's supernatural folk, and she 
becomes the object of much attention--both good and bad--when it is discovered she has the power 
to transform at will into another person.  
 
Condie, Ally   Matched Series 
Cassia has always had complete trust in the Society to make decisions for her, but when she is being 
paired with her ideal mate, a second face flashes on the screen, and Cassia begins to doubt the 
Society's infallibility as she tries to decide which man she truly loves.  
 
Leach, Sara   Count Me In  
Tabitha's parents send her on a hiking trip with her cousins, but even though Tabitha is not much of 
a hiker and she is almost certain that her cousins do not like her, the trip gives Tabitha the chance to 
prove her courage, to her cousins and to herself.  
 
Maberry, Jonathan  Rot & Ruin Series 
In a post-apocalyptic world where fences and border patrols guard the few people left from the 
zombies that have overtaken civilization, fifteen-year-old Benny Imura is finally convinced that he 
must follow in his older brother's footsteps and become a bounty hunter.  
 

Robison, Wells  Variant Series 
After years in foster homes, seventeen-year-old Benson Fisher applies to New Mexico's Maxfield 
Academy in hopes of securing a brighter future, but instead he finds that the school is a prison and 
no one is what he or she seems.  
 
Roth, Veronica  Divergent Series 
In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose among five predetermined factions 
to define her identity for the rest of her life, a decision made more difficult when she discovers that 
she is an anomaly who does not fit into any one group, and that the society she lives in is not perfect 
after all.  
 
Sepetys, Ruta   Between Shades of Gray 
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by 
Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she 
fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a 
jar on Lithuanian soil. 
 
Van Draanen, Wendelin Flipped 
In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and 
their families have changed over the years.  
 



Westerfeld, Scott  Uglies Series 
Tally is faced with a difficult choice when her new friend Shay decides to risk life on the outside 
rather than submit to the forced operation that turns sixteen year old girls into gorgeous beauties, and 
realizes that there is a whole new side to the pretty world that she doesn't like.  
 
 
Zusak, Markus   Book Thief 
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young 
German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish 
man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.  
 
 
Caldecott Medal Winner: 
This Is Not My Hat written and illustrated by Jon Klassen 
 
Caldecott Honor Books: 
Creepy Carrots by Peter Brown 
Extra Yarn by Mac Barnett 
Green written and illustrated by Laura Vaccaro 
One Cool Friend by David Small 
Sleep Like a Tiger by Mary Logue 
 
Theodor Seuss Geisel Medal Winner: 
Up, Tall and High! by Ethan Long 
 
Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Books: 
Let’s Go for a Drive! by Mo Willems 
Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin 
Rabbit & Robot: The Sleepover by Cece Bell 
 
Newbery Medal Winner: 
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 
  



  



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Books are no more threatened by Kindle than stairs by elevators.” 
 

Stephen Fry 
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