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Message and Farewell from the Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

What a month it has been!  Four cancelled school 

days, three delays, and one early dismissal! 

 

Despite the weather, our schools have continued 

to be exciting and magical places for student 

learning.  This month’s newsletter is filled with 

inspiring stories of the many engaging activities 

our schools offer our students. 

 

 

Read about our new brass quintet, adding yet another talented troupe to an already wonderful 

array of musical groups at East Lyme High School.  Join Ms. Brush’s exciting trip to New 

York City with a number of her Lifetime Physical Education students. 

 

Our East Lyme Middle School is well represented in this month’s issue.  The arts continue to 

inspire our students as we welcome a new Festival Choir and some incredible puppet and star 

designs in our visual arts classes.  Read about the more than two dozen students selected for 

the 2015 Eastern Region Middle School Music Festival.  Finally, see how our students are 

learning lifelong physical fitness activities in their weekly middle school classes. 

 

Our elementary school students have benefited from numerous programs and activities in the 

arts, technology, and physical fitness this winter.  Through the efforts of our computer consult-

ant Melissa Chiappone, Lillie B. Haynes children participated in the international “Hour of 

Code” in December, learning rudimentary computer coding.  The visual arts were alive and 

well in Niantic Center School and Flanders Elementary School, and each of our schools cele-

brated the holiday season with concerts and performances. 

 

We also congratulate Mr. “Wally” Christensen of East Lyme High School for his well-

deserved recognition as a nominee for the National High School Athletic Coaches Association 

“National Coach of the Year.” 

 

***************************************** 

 

This edition marks my last contribution to the ELPS News and Notes, as I officially end my  

44-year career as an educator and Superintendent of Schools.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my 

six years as Superintendent here in East Lyme and hope that in some small way I have contrib-

uted to East Lyme’s legacy of excellence in public education. 

 

Thank you to all the wonderful teachers, staff, parents and community members who work so 

hard every day to make our schools the success they are.  While I will miss many people, most 

of all, I will miss the children of East Lyme.   The best part of my job has always been drop-

ping into a middle school social studies classroom, enjoying a high school choir concert or 

having lunch with a group of first grade students.  East Lyme has wonderful children, and they 

have brought joy to me every day. 

 

Dr. James D. Lombardo 

Superintendent of Schools 



East Lyme High School has a new small ensemble this year, the ELHS 

Brass Quintet.   The students in this chamber music ensemble are per-

forming music compositions from the 16th through the 21st century.  

The ELHS brass quintet started this September and the students and 

Ms. Johnston meet twice a week to work on music that is written for 

this type of ensemble.  The instruments in a brass ensemble are 2 trum-

pets, 1 French horn, 1 trombone, and 1 tuba.  Brass ensemble music 

sounds very full and if you would like to hear the style in which they 

play please listen to the Canadian Brass Quintet.  The students in the 

ELHS quintet are Ella Czuba, Tony Madore, Josh LeFurge, Michael 

Fenn.  Ms. Johnston plays the French horn in the quintet with the stu-

dents.  So far, the quintet has played at both of the high school con-

certs this year, at Atria at Crossroads, and for Ray Gawendo’s 100th 

birthday celebration.  We have received many positive comments and 

we hope to play for more events this year.  While playing at Atria at 

Crossroads in Waterford, the audience was enthralled with our per-

formance and they asked many questions of the students and encour-

aged us to return soon.  We will be playing at more assisted living fa-

cilities in the future.   We invite you listen to us play at our next 

school concert on May 14 at ELHS, 7:00 pm in the high school 

auditorium.    The picture above  was taken at the 100th birthday cele-

bration of Ray Gawendo, a holocaust survivor, who has graciously 

shared her story with our high school students. 

 

Submitted by Susan Johnston, ELHS Band Director 
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The Wellness Center at East Lyme Middle 

School is the focal point for all Physical Educa-

tion students.  Students learn how to measure the 

calories burned, take their heart rate and record 

distance on our elliptical and stationary 

bikes.  Circuit training focusing on proper form 

teaches our students the benefits of strength and 

resistance training.  Each grade level has a bank 

of exercises learned during their time in the 

Wellness Center.  Resistance exercises include 

body weight exercises, dumbbell exercises, ma-

chine weights, and TRX suspension training.   

 

Submitted by Lisa Kriger  

Physical Education Teacher 
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Niantic Center School: Special Area Teachers Are A-Line-ing! 
  
The kindergarten classes at Niantic Center School are learning more about lines than just lining-up! Recently the 

special area teachers have collaborated on teaching these young students about lines; specifically, how they exist in 

art, music, and physical education.  Through collaboration, Mr. Stellner, Mr. Fournier, and Mrs. O’Connor are de-

livering meaningful instruction that shows our districts’ youngest students that there are connections through the 

world, beyond just any one classroom.   Whether the lines exist on a gym floor, in a piece of music, or on a canvas, 

they are everywhere. The students engaged in a number of line-based activities and explored just how many lines 

really exist in the world around them. 

 

 
 

Line is one of the fundamental elements of art.  In the NCS art room, Mrs. O’Connor has been reading many of 

books about lines including The Squiggle by  Carole Schafer , Lines by Phillip Yenawine, and When a Line Bends a 

Shape Begins by Rhonda Green.   Kindergarten students have been working on drawing and painting many different 

types of lines. They practiced by making a giant line mural, a crayon resist painting, and some really fun lining self-

portraits.  In coming weeks  they will be taking their lines to the next dimension and making some 3-D Alexander 

Calder inspired line sculptures.   

 

 

 

 

NCS  

 

Lining-Up 

 

For Art 
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Lines in the NCS Gym 
 

The Kindergarten students at NCS have been learning about the 

different lines on the basketball court in their Physical Education 

classes.  They also are performing locomotor movements and 

exercises on those lines.  Soon the students will begin working 

on their "Scooter License" and learning about how lines will help 

them in their scooting! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NCS Students  

“Walk the Line” in Music 

 
The music classes at NCS are exploring lines in music, specifi-

cally the music that we read.  Many of the symbols that are read 

are made of nothing more than straight and curvy lines! The stu-

dents identified the lines that they could see in music, and then 

met a new friend, “Mr. Staff.”  In meeting “Mr. Staff”, the stu-

dents learned that his lines all have special names “E, G, B, D, 

and F.”  The kids then listened to Johnny Cash’s song “I Walk 

the Line” and learned a similar song called “I Know Those 

Lines!” to help remember the staff line names. From there, the 

students showed how fast their brains and feet were in the staff 

line races!  In coming weeks the kids will continue learning 

about how lines exist by ex-

ploring how we hear musical 

lines. 

Submitted by Mr. Nick Stellner, 

Mrs. June O’Connor, and  

Mr. Robert Fournier 

Page 5 



 

     The Special Areas’ team at Flanders School plays 

an important role in the monthly All School Meetings.  

Music teacher, Roy Schryver, art teacher, Lisa Kel-

ler, physical education teacher, Katie Lima, technol-

ogy teacher, Beth Schultz, and library/media special-

ist, Susan Parodi, work together in collaboration with 

classroom teachers to conceptualize monthly All 

School Meetings.   The All School Meetings serve to 

directly augment curriculum units as well as to bring 

together the whole school community in the cafeteria.  

The mission is to promote involvement with Flanders 

students and the larger East Lyme community and 

global experiences. 

     The Responsive Classroom philosophy of educa-

tion at Flanders School is reflected in the All School 

Celebrations.  The Special Areas’ team strives to 

capture elements featuring Flanders’ All Star Stu-

dents’ individual and collective achievements, pro-

moting community outreach and global thinking. 

     The Veterans Day All School Meeting has long 

been a tradition.  It is one of the most celebrated and 

beloved of all the Flanders Elementary School meet-

ings.  The school was aware of an avid runner, Mike 

Ehredt, who honored all Veterans in America by ini-

tiating “One Life, One Flag, One Mile” for which he 

ran across the country, placing a flag at every mile for 

a fallen veteran.  A similar event was held at Flanders 

Elementary School, honoring Veterans with a 10 min-

utes run/walk on the East Lyme High School track.  

Students were sponsored with generous donations 

from the community.  At a culminating activity, local 

Veterans, along with Channel 3 news correspondent, 

Eric Parker (a former Flanders’ All Star) were invited 

to receive the $1,700.00 donation, raised for the East 

Lyme Veterans Council. 

     Further, the school was able to Skype with Mike 

Ehredt to show him a video of the “One run, One 

Flag’ that was inspired by his effort, and to ask him 

questions about his project.  The event turned out to be 

a great success, and in turn, provided another round of 

inspiration for Mr. Ehredt, who now is launching a 

campaign to promote schools across the country to 

host similar events in celebration and support of Vet-

erans.  The Special Areas’ team is elated to hear this 

and is fueled by the success of the all school event.  

The Veterans Day celebration was a great lesson for 

our young All Stars and they learned how influential 

they can be.   

Flanders School 
All School Meetings 
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     The Special Areas’ team then worked with the third 

grade teachers to honor kindergarten teacher, Barbara 

Jacobsen, in a retirement celebration.  Students of 

Mrs. Jacobsen, past and present, as well as past co-

workers and friends, sent in video messages wishing 

her well.  The theme of the event was “What to expect 

When You Are Retired.”  Individual students chose to 

honor her with a favorite memory.  Mrs. Jacobsen was 

serenaded with songs and gifts in gratitude for her 

long time contributions to young children and the 

Flanders’ community. 

     Currently, the Special Areas’ team is hard at work 

planning the March All School Meeting in cooperation 

with the second grade team.  In conjunction with the 

culture project that is taught in the second grade cur-

riculum, the Special Areas’ Team will focus on the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain.  In art and music, 

students will explore the music of Great Britain with 

art to complement.  Physical education classes will 

feature cultural dances and movement.  In the library, 

each second grade class will study folklore, fairytales, 

and the many oral traditions of Great Britain.  Finally, 

students will compose their own class legend.  They 

also will make a movie of their individual class leg-

ends in technology classes. 

     As you can see, the Special Areas’ team is proud of 

its role in planning and implementing All School 

Meetings! 

Submitted by, Susan Parodi 

Library/Media Specialist 
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Veterans Welcomed at East Lyme Middle School 

For Veterans Day, 

students in the  

middle school art department  

designed "thank you" circles... 

created a welcome desk... 

and decorated the cafeteria 

for a wonderful luncheon 

with food contributed by 

the PTA.  
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     It is with great pleasure that the Na-

tional High School Athletic Coaches Asso-

ciation announces the advancement of Paul 

“Wally” Christensen from East Lyme High 

School as a finalist for the National High 

School Athletic Coaches Association na-

tional coach of the year in the sport of boys 

soccer.  Eight finalists from across the na-

tion will be honored during The National 

Coach of the Year Awards Banquet which 

will take place at the National High 

School Athletic Coaches Associations’ 

national convention at the Kahler Grand 

Hotel in Minneapolis, MN on the evening 

of June 20, 2015.  The highlight of the 

banquet will be the naming of the 

NHSACA national coach of the year in 

nineteen recognized sports categories. 

     Coach Christensen was selected for 

this national honor by the state’s high 

school coaches association.  This selection 

was based on longevity, service to high 

school athletics, honors, championship 

years, and winning percentage.  The nomi-

nees and finalists are evaluated by experts 

in the field of coaching using a sport-

specific rubric to assign points in each 

category.  The National High School Ath-

letic Coaches Association is the oldest 

coaches association in the nation formed 

by coaches, for coaches, and has been rec-

ognizing national coaches of the year 

since 1978. 

ELHS Coach Christensen  
Finalist for National Coach of the Year 
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The East Lyme Puppetry Project, Inc  

(ELPPI) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization whose 

purpose is to promote cultural literacy and aca-

demic achievement in children and their families 

through the art of puppetry. Founded by local 

teachers, administrators, merchants, and parents, 

ELPPI has been presenting school and community 

based performances and arts integration work-

shops in collaboration with the UCONN Puppetry 

Program and the Ballard Institute and Museum of 

Puppetry since 2013.  

This year, ELPPI is supporting Lillie B. 

Haynes, Flanders, and East Lyme Middle School 

with arts integration activities and its “borrow a pup-

pet stage” program.  

For example, Lillie B. Haynes students re-

cently enjoyed a performance of Jack and the 

Beanstalk by renowned Connecticut puppeteer Mi-

chael Graham.  Soon, LBH first and second grad-

ers will learn character development and performance 

skills through puppetry from Connecticut Teaching Art-

ist and Northeast Regional Director of Puppeteers of 

America Sharon Murphy Boski, and LBH students in all 

grades can practice puppetry before or after school 

using the ELPPI-built puppet stage on loan to the 

school for the year. 

Plans are also in the works for a Sharon Mur-

phy Boski workshop for Flanders second graders and 

a UCONN Puppetry presentation for middle school art 

students this spring. 

ELPPI invites anyone interested in cultural liter-

acy and in bringing more of the puppet arts to East 

Lyme and southeastern Connecticut families to join us. 

We meet on the second Thursday of the month at the 

East Lyme Town Hall from 7:00PM – 8:00PM. To learn 

more about ELPPI and its opportunities, please contact 

ELPPI at 860-739-7225 or email us at media-

mom2@gmail.com.  

Submitted by Barb Johnson Low  

Vice President, ELPPI  

East Lyme Students Learn 

From  

Puppetry Project 
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East Lyme Middle School 

6th Grade Students  

Designed and Created Puppets in Art Class 

Under the Direction of Mrs. Lovell and Mrs. Fravel 

 

Students in 6th grade constructed puppets using paper mâché. They wrote scripts, which 

aligns the arts and the language arts curriculums and then designed scenery and per-

formed puppet shows. 
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The Eastern Region Middle School Music 

Festival is an annual event, sponsored by 

the Connecticut Music Educators Associa-

tion. Students from all over eastern and 

northeastern Connecticut audition for a 

place in the Festival's band, orchestra, jazz 

band, treble choir, and mixed choir. Stu-

dents who are chosen for the Festival spend 

two months learning the music, then come 

together for two days of intense music 

making.  Students have the opportunity to 

meet other middle school musicians to 

share their talents, as well as to work with 

outstanding guest conductors. This year's 

Festival will be held on March 6 and 7 at 

Rockville High School in Vernon. We are 

very proud of all of our students! 

 

Submitted by Sue Konanski 

ELMS Orchestra Teacher 

 

ELMS Band, Choir and Orchestra Students  

Accepted into the 2015 Music Festival 

 

Row 1: Ian Yale, George Tziampazis, Spencer Stanley, Avanthi 

Kurukulasuriya, Zachary Bessire 

Row 2:  Ajay Varma, Sujesh Kurumbail, Kayla Rukundo, Emma 

Kelley, Hannah Goldreich, Jennie Lin, Hiruni Jayawickreme, 

Delia Lin 

Row 3:  Jackson Tamura, Colin Campbell, Zoe Gentles, Sydney 

Buckley, Sarah Singer, Nadia Syed 

Row 4:  Ben Jakubczak, Matthew Li, Charis Qi, Julia Fenn, 

Jonathan Tan, Chris Gregor, Duncan McKeith 

Not pictured: Maddie Calovis, Renee Brodeur, John Lombardo, 

Daniel Allard 

 

ELMS Music Students  
Accepted INto the  

2015 Eastern Region  
Middle School Music Festival 
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The week of December 8-14 was declared Computer 

Science Education Week by the Computing in the Core 

coalition. It is an annual program dedicated to inspiring 

K-12 students to take an interest in computer science.  

This year, the nonprofit organization Code.org spon-

sored a grassroots campaign goal for tens of millions of 

students across the world to try an “Hour of Code” dur-

ing that week.  During the “Hour of Code”, Educators 

were encouraged to introduce computer program coding 

in a fun way with the ultimate goal of demystifying code 

and teaching children that anybody can learn the basics. 

 

The “Hour of Code” was introduced in the computer 

lab at Lillie B. Haynes during Computer Science Educa-

tion Week.  Students in grades kindergarten through 

four were introduced to the Blockly programming lan-

guage using two different websites. These sites offer 

video tutorials, as well as game-like, drag and drop pro-

gramming activities featuring famous Disney and video 

game characters.  The object of these activities was to 

get an object to move on your screen.  The Kindergarten 

and First Grade students used commands like 

“Move Forward”, “Turn Right”, and “Turn Left”. 

The students in grades two through four used 

more complicated commands that included angles, 

and measured distances. Students also created 

unique snowflakes using code. 

 

The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that by 

2020 there will be more than 1.4 million comput-

ing-related job openings. At current rates, how-

ever, the United States can only fill about 30% of 

those jobs with computer sciences Bachelor De-

gree graduates.  Computer education is more im-

portant than ever at the elementary level and be-

yond. 

 

The “Hour of Code” is just the first step on a 

journey to learn more about how technology 

works and how to create and inspire using it. 

 

Submitted by Melissa Chiappone 

Computer Consultant  
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The East Lyme Middle School Festival Choir began 

last fall and won Platinum at last year's Fantastic 

Festival Adjudication and came in second place for 

the entire festival.   

 

The Middle School Festival Choir is open to seventh 

and eighth grade singers who are auditioned by 

two musical directors before being accepted into 

the choir.   

 

The Festival Choir has performed in several winter 

and spring concerts at ELMS and were in invited to 

sing the National Anthem at the last years eighth 

grade Class Night.  This year, they gave a patriotic 

performance for the residents at the Crescent Point 

Convalescent Home on Veterans Day, sang carols 

for the Niantic Holiday Stroll, and the 5K Jingle 

Race.   

 

There are currently 15 members in the choir, creat-

ing a balanced ensemble of sopranos, altos and 

baritones.  Their focus is on preparing and per-

forming music on a higher level of difficulty appro-

priate for a middle school festival ensemble.  The 

Festival Choir looks forward to many more per-

formances both at ELMS and this year's Fantastic 

Festival at the end of May. 

 
Submitted by Nancy Rigdon 
ELMS Choral Director 
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 December 18, 2014, marked the Annual Winter Con-

cert and Sing Along at Lillie B. Haynes School.  This event 

was so well attended that there were very few parking spaces 

available! Parents, grandparents, friends, aunts, uncles, and 

cousins came in droves to hear the voices and instruments of 

their young musicians.  This student-led event featured piano 

players, dancers, singers, recorder players, percussionists, and 

trumpet players celebrating the holidays and traditions of the 

winter season. 

 Mr. Nick Stellner led his third graders in a perform-

ance of “Let Me Be A Light for Hope” featuring recorder, 

percussion, and singing. Mrs. Katie Morin led other holiday 

favorites such as “Snowman Jump” with kindergarteners, 

“Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” with first graders 

(featuring sign language), “Winter Fantasy” with second 

graders (featuring the LBH staff singing along on a partner 

song – “Jingle Bells”), “O Hanukkah, O Hanukkah” with 

third graders, and “It’s Snow Fun/It’s No Fun” with fourth 

graders. 

 Throughout the program, the audience joined in on 

such winter favorites as “Winter Wonderland,” “Frosty the 

Snowman,” and “Feliz Navidad,” a school favorite!  The en-

tire school concluded the performance with “The Twelve 

Days of Christmas,” featuring each grade level for different 

days.  It was quite a sight to behold!  After that, the audience 

joined in on the LBH School Song, “The Best That I Can 

Be.”  The energy of the students was contagious, and the au-

dience filled the gym with their voices and applause.  It was a 

wonderful kick-off to the winter season. 

 

Submitted by Katie Morin 

Elementary Music Teacher 

Standing Room Only! 
at  

Lillie B. Haynes 
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Students learned how to engineer 3D paper construc-

tions to build cards.  They  also learned how to use 

protractors and rulers to draw 72 degree sections,  

and apply their painting and design skills to form 3D 

stars.  
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East Lyme Public Schools Presents 
 

Chinese/American Culture 
Summer Camp 

 
 WHO:   HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
 
 WHAT:  For Chinese High School Students 
 
WHEN:  July 6–18, 2015 
   Camp runs Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE:   East Lyme High School 
  
WHY:  To provide an opportunity to help students  from China learn 

about American values & culture.  Activities include: Project 
Oceanology, Lake Compounce, Yale University, Clinton Outlets, 
McCook’s Park & much more.  A stipend of $150 per student 
will be provided to host families. 

 
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JEN BRUSH  

 
JEN.BRUSH@EASTLYMESCHOOLS.ORG 
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Tuesday, January 20th, wasn’t a typical exam day for 

six East Lyme High School Lifetime II students.  

These students didn’t go home and sleep or eat after 

exams, rather, they got into a minivan with PE 

Teacher, Mrs. Carney-Brush, and drove to New 

York City.  Their first stop was the Manhattan Plaza 

Health Club.  Earlier in the semester, students chal-

lenged themselves with outdoor climbing elements 

and decided to take it one step further by climbing 

the walls of NYC.  It was very challenging and, sur-

prisingly, exhausting but everyone had a blast.  

Next, they walked five blocks to Rockefeller Center 

and skated around the famous ice rink with many 

other tourists, singing along to the music, until their 

feet couldn’t take any more.  This trip was a great 

culminating event for a wonderful class...one that 

they will never forget.    

 

Submitted by Jen Carney-Brush 

ELHS Health/PE Teacher 
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 Research indicates that the optimum time 

to introduce students to a foreign language is at an 

early age when the cortex of the brain is malleable.  

The cortex is the center of language function in the 

brain and hardens as children reach puberty.  

Learning a foreign language also forces the brain 

to use more of its capacity causing the brain to cre-

ate new neurons.  Knowing this, and having had 

the opportunity to learn German, I enjoy teaching 

my third grade students German songs, phrases, 

and common vocabulary during our daily Morning 

Meetings.   

 

   It is remarkable how quickly these young stu-

dents learn to understand and speak in German 

while spending only ten minutes a day in the les-

son.  I speak only in German to them during these 

sessions and insist that they speak only in German, 

as well, at this time.  The students are eager to par-

ticipate and learn at such an amazing rate.  We 

even sing the traditional German song “O Tan-

nenbaum” at our Annual December Holiday Pro-

gram.  Students from previous years join us, 

quickly remembering the words even though they 

haven’t sung the song for a year. 

 

 Over the past two years, I was fortunate 

to serve on The Global Language Committee and 

am so pleased that the Board of Education is 

considering the reinstatement of the elementary 

school global language program.  I know how 

eager the children will be to learn these lan-

guages and how important this will be to their 

overall education! 

Submitted by Julie Kuja 

Grade 3 Teacher at Lillie B. Haynes School 

Lillie B. Haynes Students 

Learn German 
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