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technology use.  See 

how our high school 

students are using 

clicker response tech-

nology, iPads, and flip 

cameras to enhance 

their projects and assignments.  Learn how students 

at Haynes, Flanders, and Niantic Center are using 

SMART Boards and other media to demonstrate their 

learning.  Read about how our middle school students 

take an “essential question” and produce an engaging 

presentation, using programs like Glogster, Movie 

Maker, and SMART Tools. 

   Technology is alive and well in East Lyme.  With 

the continuing support of our families and residents, 

we will continue to build upon our recent successes 

in using the latest tools to enhance learning in all sub-

ject areas and in all grade levels.  

Dr. James Lombardo, Superintendent of Schools 

Technology alive and well in East Lyme  

January 2013 

Stay Connected with ELPS  
 

View our website for the latest news, announcements,  

and updates for our district,  schools, and Board of Education. 

 

Watch the progress of the new East Lyme Athletic Field on our website at 

 http://www.eastlymeschools.org/page.cfm?p=3585 

 

 

                               View our school’s special events or Board of Education meetings at  

                               http://www.eastlymeschools.org/page.cfm?p=3451   

                               Live Stream is found on bottom right of the ELPS homepage. 
  

See that and more at www.eastlymeschools.org 

     Over the past two years the East Lyme commu-

nity has supported two separate bond issues dedi-

cated to the upgrading of the East Lyme Public 

Schools technology program.  As part of our five-

year technology plan, the district has been able to 

replace 40% of our outdated computer stations, as 

well as to enhance the teaching and learning program 

with a variety of new tools: SMART Boards, com-

puter tablets, digital projectors.  In addition, we have 

devoted significant time to helping our teachers learn 

the skills needed to use these tools in effective ways 

with students. 

     In this issue of the East Lyme News and Notes, 

you will read about the innovative ways our teachers 

and students are using technology to learn.  Read 

about the high school Girls Tech Club that is break-

ing down the technology barriers for our young 

women students and providing them with opportuni-

ties to teach our senior citizens the in’s and out’s of 

http://www.eastlymeschools.org/page.cfm?p=3585
http://www.eastlymeschools.org/page.cfm?p=3451
http://www.eastlymeschools.org
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East Lyme Public Schools will inspire,  
engage and educate each student to become  

a contributing citizen and a responsible,  

independent, and critical thinker. 
 

Thank you to our staff who  

contributed  articles for this edition. 

GIRLS AND TECH CLUB 

EAST LYME HIGH SCHOOL  

     The Girls and Tech Club was formed in order to provide 

opportunities for girls with an interest in science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics (STEM) to further explore these 

areas and connect with others with similar interests.  This year, 

the Girls and Tech Club has worked with high school staff 

members to provide a technology workshop for members of 

the East Lyme Seniors group.  In addition, several members 

recently attended a job shadow day at Pfizer in Groton.  Each 

met with women in various key business technology roles, par-

ticipated in a simulation, and had the opportunity to spend time 

with women during their work day. 

     Throughout this year, we will explore new technologies, try 

some interesting technology projects, and meet with other 

women in STEM fields. 

 

Submitted by, 

Robyn McKenney,  

Director of  

Technology 
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ASSURED RESEARCH PROJECTS 

AT EAST LYME MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

     This year marked the beginning of assured research 

projects at East Lyme Middle School.  Students are com-

pleting research projects at every grade level in science or 

social studies, embedding 21st century research skills into 

their learning.  These projects give our students the oppor-

tunity to learn essential research skills, think critically, 

and work both collaboratively and independently.  The 

projects are being taught as part of a collaborative effort 

between the classroom teachers and the library media spe-

cialist.  Each project is designed around an essential ques-

tion that requires our students to collect and analyze evi-

dence through the use of the six steps of the  Big6 Re-

search Process (task definition, information seeking strate-

gies, location and access, use of information, synthesis—

putting it all together, and evaluation).  Students access  

information through printed text and learn how to use the 

school’s online databases. 

      Another goal of this research process is to teach our 

students how to effectively and efficiently navigate the 

internet to locate information.  All projects culminate in a 

multi-media presentation, using programs like SMART 

Tools, Glogster, and Windows Movie Maker.  These pro-

jects have also been a great opportunity for our students to 

utilize our new laptops.  Research projects will continue 

throughout this year and we will continue to refine and 

develop them for future school years.                                        

  

Submitted by, 

Carla Woitovich, Library Media Specialist 

 



 

A VARIETY OF TECHNOLOGY  USED BY  

BOTH STUDENTS AND STAFF 

 

EAST LYME HIGH SCHOOL 
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     At East Lyme High School, we seek to provide di-

verse technology resources and experiences that will 

enhance teaching and learning and prepare our students 

to be proficient, innovative users of technology. 

 

     Students at ELHS have the opportunity to use 

many different technology resources. Clicker Re-

sponse Systems, Kindles, iPads, science probes, 

and Flip cameras are 

just some of the resources 

integrated into classroom 

instruction.  In our technol-

ogy labs, students have the 

opportunity to use advanced 

CAD software or explore 

concepts in graphic design, animation, programming, 

video production, and web design.  The Music Tech-

nology Lab provides a powerful learning environment 

for students interested in composing music while the 

World Language Lab provides a unique environment 

that challenges students to improve their spoken lan-

guage skills.  Computers also play an important role in 

our journalism classrooms and the early childhood de-

velopment lab. 

 

     Teachers throughout the high school use SMART 

Boards, document cameras, or projectors to facilitate 

the integration of multi-media and student-created work 

in their lessons.  Animations, graphics, and videos help 

students visualize and apply abstract concepts and en-

hance instruction.  In addition, students learn to manage 

and optimize different types of technology resources 

when doing research and presentations.   

     Another powerful way that technology is being used to 

improve student achievement is through the hosting of edu-

cational materials on line.  Edline, our school reporting sys-

tem, is being used to host interac-

tive homework assignments, vid-

eos, blogs, class resources, and 

discussion groups.  In addition, 

the district Livestream Channel is 

used to post instructional videos 

for high school math students.  From the use of Google 

Docs to Edline, teachers and students are using technology 

tools to foster collaboration and 

advance learning. 

 

     With the support of East Lyme residents, our schools 

have been able to make very significant technology im-

provements over the past two years, including the replace-

ment of computers in five high school labs and the Library 

Media Center.   

In addition, substantial im-

provements have been 

made to our districts’ wire-

less network, allowing  ac-

cess throughout our  school 

building.     

 

     In all, there are many exciting things happening with 

technology at East Lyme High School.  Students and teach-

ers learn from each other to use technology in new and 

powerful ways to improve instruction and facilitate high 

levels of student achievement. 

 

Submitted by, 

Robyn McKenney, Director of Technology 
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     Students at Lillie B. Haynes School are using tech-

nology to reinforce the curriculum.  Integrating tech-

nology allows the students to use computer skills to 

advance their learning and problem solving.  Utilizing 

selected technology tools helps them to obtain informa-

tion, analyze, and synthesize the information, and pre-

sent it in a professional manner. 

     Most recently, the fourth graders at LBH learned 

about different literature genres in Language Arts while 

they focused on biographies of famous people.  This 

project took several weeks with students making use of 

technology tools, resources and learning in the class-

room, our Media Center and Computer Lab as well as 

in their homes to work on these projects.  

      For these projects, students chose a famous person 

and researched the greatest accomplishments and im-

portant events in the life of that person. First, they used 

printed materials from the Media Center to complete 

their research using the Big6, an information problem-

solving process which helps students achieve Nationals 

Educational Technology Standards (NETS).  Next, they 

organized their selected person’s accomplishments and 

events into an online timeline before presenting it to the class.  As part of the presentation, students wore an 

article of clothing or accessory that represented their famous person.  Finally, during their presentations, they 

spoke in the first person to be truly immersed in the life of their person. 

     As you can see, technology not only played an integral role in the process of completing this assignment 

but aided our students to present these projects in a meaningful way. 

Submitted by, 

Melissa Chiappone, Computer Consultant 

 

TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION  

 

LILLIE B. HAYNES SCHOOL 

Ben Rukundo as Barack Obama 

Grace Barnhart as Albert Einstein                            
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     What started out slowly with an initial investment 

of only two purchases has become a focal point of 

learning in every classroom in Flanders School.  Be-

ginning in 2007, we explored the feasibility of in-

stalling a SMART Board to see how well this tool 

could be utilized for instruction and in improving 

student engagement.  It became obvious that there 

were multiple applications and ways that the 

SMART Board could be used in the 

classroom.  Additionally, we 

learned that the students were 

strongly connected with lessons 

taught on the SMART Board.  

Not only were the lessons 

visually appealing, but they 

could be made interactive;  students 

could physically interact with the lesson the teacher 

displayed. 

    With a goal of acquiring and installing at least two 

SMART Boards per year, Flanders School has 

quickly expanded its inventory of mounted SMART 

Boards to include one in every classroom.  Peaking 

Teachers Use SMART Boards Daily 

At Flanders School 

into any classroom, you will observe full class or 

small group instruction being conducted using the 

SMART Board  throughout the day. 

     Teachers are enthusiastic about the 

heightened student engagement 

they observe using the SMART 

Board. A third grade teacher com-

mented, “The SMART Board is a 

powerful instructional tool, which can 

be adapted for use with a wide range of 

subjects and ability levels.” Another 

teacher observed, “It accommodates different types of 

learners: visual learners respond well to the visual 

projection elements, while tactile learners benefit 

from interacting with the board.  Sound can be incor-

porated into the lesson for students who learn better  

auditorily.” 

      Lessons are constantly being created or adapted 

by our resourceful teachers.  Venn diagrams or KWL 

charts can quickly organize students’ thoughts.  More 

complex lessons are created and used repeatedly 

throughout the year. Many teachers incorporate their 

“Everyday Math Counts” lessons 

using the SMART Board. 

 

Submitted by, 

Beth Schultz, Computer Consultant 



 

     At Niantic Center School, 

we’re keeping pace with the 21st 

century technology.  Teachers and 

students alike are becoming more 

familiar with iPads and their con-

venience, intuitiveness and effi-

ciency.  They are proving to be 

another tool in the “toolbox” to 

meet the diverse learning needs of 

all our learners.  

     The staff at Niantic Center 

School are increasing their tech-

nology skills and using this moti-

vating device in settings through-

out our school.  Elementary class-

room teachers are using iPads for 

literacy, math, science and social 

studies research. They have proven 

to be beneficial for listening, or-

ganization, and memory skill de-

velopment. The iPad’s capacity to 

take photographs and record 

events allows children to practice 

presentations and performance 

skills.  Adults and students are us-

ing the iPad to model and practice 

positive behavior and social skills.  

With its game features and three 

dimensional graphics, it is being 
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COMPUTER APPS FACILITATE STUDENT LEARNING 

At NIANTIC CENTER SCHOOL 

used creatively as an exciting and fun 

behavioral incentive.  

     Special Education teachers are 

finding it exceptionally valuable 

when working with struggling read-

ers, reluctant writers, and students 

with communication and fine motor 

issues. It is becoming a frequently 

used tool to reduce barriers and create 

learning and communication opportu-

nities for students with disabilities. 

     The iPad’s touch screen feature 

makes the device user friendly and 

exciting to explore.  Apps are avail-

able to help facilitate decoding, read-

ing fluency, and comprehension.  Stu-

dents have easy access to a variety of 

software  that provide a wide range of 

support  from talking word processor, 

portable writing devices, word pre-

diction software, and other software 

that helps with written com-

munication.  Number recogni-

tion, learning to count accu-

rately, recognition of shapes, 

fact fluency, and basic prob-

lem solving apps enhance de-

velopment of math skills and 

concepts.  The ongoing use of 

technology helps create op-

portunities to be successful in 

many skills, which in return 

increases children’s self reli-

ance and gives them a sense 

of independence. 

     With new apps being cre-

ated every day, it is good to 

research the web for apps that 

could enhance teaching and 

learning. It is important to 

find the apps that match each 

grade’s curriculum needs.   

Our district has generously 

provided funds for purchasing 

apps to stimulate and encour-

age learning for students of 

varying abilities.   

Submitted by, 

Michelle Palumbo and 

Amelia Quinn 

Special Education Teachers 



  

 

 

Page 8 

LIFE IN THE FISH BOWL 

AT NIANTIC CENTER SCHOOL 

 

     Technology is everywhere and the students at Niantic 

Center School are becoming more tech-savvy every day.  

Teachers work hard to stay ahead by incorporating more 

and more technology into the classroom.  Niantic Center 

School students engage in so many different activities 

that include technology.  In fact, the fourth grade students 

are involved in producing a news show called Life in the 

Fish Bowl that incorporates interviews, storyboards, 

filming, editing, sound, and of course special effects.  

Move over Disney; this year the children are even incor-

porating animals into their broadcasts.  A dog named Lance gives advice to the viewers about school safety and 

other concerns.  His calm ease with the camera always brings a smile to the viewers. 

     The students have learned how to use the MACs, the camera equipment, the iPads, tripods, and SMART 

Board technology.  Children come to school early and set their own expectations.  Ideas are reviewed and then 

the students direct and review the products. Team work is important and results are polished by members of the 

newscast.  Even with all the instant rewards that technology brings us, the students know that patience and hard 

work are still part of the production. 

Submitted by Angel McCabe,  Grade 4 Teacher 

YOUNG STUDENTS LEARNING WITH iPADS 

INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL 

 

Starting the beginning of this school year, the Integrated Preschool teachers began using the iPad with our 

youngest population of students.  The iPad is a great tool for these teachers to use with students with special 

needs, and the students find the device to be extremely engaging and interesting, especially on tasks that they 

find difficult and challenging such as language, writing, and reading.  Students are finding the iPad to be a fun 

way to learn new skills.  Some examples of how students are using iPads include tapping the screen to communi-

cate, matching precut letters, completing puzzles, practicing handwriting, and learning to speak at the correct 

volume.  In addition, the iPad offers teachers a new way to share the students’ work with their families.   This 

new technology adds a new dimension that reinforces skills and motivates students to keep trying.  The iPads are 

a great addition to our Integrated Preschool program. 

 

Submitted by, 

Brian Reas, Assistant Superintendent for Special Education and Pupil Personnel 


